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| y.vauce such an impressive, 
swirling, suctioning maelstrom? 
The answer is gratifyingly simple. 
A cutaway view of a typical govern- 


ment, (see illustration) reveals the j : 
direct connection leading from i typical government 
violence to power i > 

slopes first upward for a short dis- Yo 


tance, then sharply downward. Note 

that the normal media subservience 
level ‘alls just short of the point 

of ass kissing sycophancy 
where the outlet 

begins to slope downward, and that 

the mouth of the official lipservice 
is normally full of shit. 
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A government's vital “organs.” 


O. Elections. (optional) 
1. Taxes 

2. Monovoly on Violence 
3. Nationalistic Slavery 
4. Torture 
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4 Psychological Coercion 
e Religion / Science 
e Prisons 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES TO NO PICNIC 


INDIVIDUAL, - $8.00 per year, or $8.00 Hovewey 
INSTITUTIONS $25.00 per year. 


MAKE ALL CHECKS PAYABLE TO NO PICNIC 
NO PICNIC; P.O. BOX 69393 STN. K, VANCOUVER 
B.C. CANADA V5K 4W6 ; 


4 When some of our ancestors destroyed 
wild forests for agriculture, and‘ captured, 
fenced in and tamed free animals, they began 
to lose touch with nature. This was, in many 
ways, the origin of alienation, of feeling 
alien in our own world. Not all cultures 
followed this path of original domination. 
Some continued their hunter-gatherer (many 
were actually gatherer—hunters) lifestyles, 

Civilization, founded on the principle 
of power-over, began it's long history of 
destruction and subjugation of everything 
wild and free, bringing us to our current 
world of states, property, hierarchies, 
Pavement, shopping malls, meaningless 
‘drudgery, restrictions and Separation from 
everyone and everything. 

If we are going to stop this techno- 
logical , industrial, work obsessed, violent 
machine that is killing this planet and re- 
ducing everything on it to extensions of 
itself, then we are going to have to break 
out of the anarchist ghetto and begin 
learning from and fighting with others who 
see the need for a complete transformation 
of the world we exist in. It is in this 
respect that earth based cultures, for 
instance, should have as much significance 
for anarchists as collectives of the 
Spanish revolution. After all, we are 
trying to help build a society based on the 
principles of mutual aid, friendship and 
trust founded in the common bonds of real 

communities, Further we refuse to accept 
being alienated from and controled by the 
tools we use to produce the things we want. 


This type of society, both communitarian 
and without authoritarian technologies,has 
already existed, and to some extent, still 
exists in some traditional indigenous 
cultures. 


From the Standpoint of a planet 
rapidly dying from the ‘we-must—conquer= 
nature’ mentality of christian/industrial 
Society, self-managing an automobile 
factory is no longer an acceptable long- 
term goal. What we Produce and the process 
and type of tools involved in that produc- 
tion, are as important as who now controls 
the whole System of production and dis- 
tribution. It is all the same. While we are 
getting rid of the bosses and their pri- 
sons, police,nations,armies,etc., let's 
get rid of everything that their fucking 
violent system has created! Is it so hard 
to imagine a world without cars,smoke stacks, 


agribusiness(maybe even agriculture itself 
as well as business) , factory work , factory 
learning, factory cities...? | Is the desire 
for small scale, selfsufficient communities 
that conciously attempt to maintain a bal- 
ance with the local eco-systems so utopian? 

- Isn't a world without bosses and pri- 
viliged scum who do fuck but have every- 
thing, a world where gender and color and 
looks don't determine how oppressed and 
miserable our lives will be,as equally 
utopian? 


RRO te + 


We do want to send the yuppies back 
to wherever they came from, to get the rich 
bastards and all their lackey governments, 
to stop the male violence,etc., but we also 
refuse to inherit their society. Each of us 
will decide how we will do this. One thing 
for sure however, is that we can not vote 
out the capitalist or patriarchal systems. 
To the extent that the ruling caste will 
use violence to prevent us from taking 
control of our lives, we too will have to 
use violence. It seems obvious to many of 
us that drinking our own piss is just what 
this system wants us to do, turn the other 
cheek, and thank that senile old man in 
the sky for the strength of our convictions 
that we are right, and that in the end, 
justice will miraculously prevail. 

There is an empo wering aspect to protest 
and revolt, an example of which is the 
adrenalin rush one gets during an action, 
when solidarity seems unbreakable, when 
we're together and directing our anger at 
something or someone we despise. There is 
also a range of emotions that are usually 
associated with celebration and release, 
that rioters and looters in England have 
recently talked about. The sheer joy of 
being free and wild, of experiencing, if 
only for a few hours, a world without cops, 
money or private property... 
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O.K, $0 1 USE 
MONEY NOW 
AND THEN 


WHEN PEOPLE 
TOLO SUSAN How 
MONEY WouLD 
MAKE HER FECL 
GOOD.WHAT THEY 
DION'T TELL HER 
WAS HOW cousy 
IT WOULD MAKE 
HER FEEL TOO. 


the buzz of a buzzless situation, 
the screech of the oppressed, 
the religion of the resigned...... 


MONEY'S NOT THE) 
MOST IMPORTANT 
THING. | COULD 
STOP ANYTIME 
vee COULON'T 1? 


~HOW, SLOWLY, 
SHE'D COME TO 
SEE MORE AND 
More THINGS 
IN TERMS OF 
MONEY... 


Many groups and individuals are plugging into the 
ecomedia network. The basic idea of ecomedia is 
ordinary person’ can share in the dis- 
semination of news and analysis as it happens. 
Information sharing in your community as well as 
internationally. If youresick of all the shit 
they print daily in the mainstream media, but 
still want access to events that are occurring in 
other parts of the world or want to create some 
news yourself,this is a good start. 
The general type of coverage you'll find: 

grass roots, anti authoritarian, eco and direct 
action activities. For information on echomedia 
group$in your area write to No Picnic. We regul- 
arly print ecomedia news in our paper. 


VVE GOT THIS 
THING UNDER 
CONTROL... 
IT'S NO 
PROBLEM 


~HOW SHE'D Soon 


SEE EVERYTHING 
AND EVERYONE 
AS SOURCES OF 
PROFIT... 


TM ALRIGHT. 
\vE JUST 

GOT A TOUCH 
OF ALIENATIOI 
TODAY, THAT'S 


ALL 


To LOSE HER 
FRIENDS BECAUSE 
SHE'D NEVER 
Do ANYTHING 
FoR NOTHING... 


EVERYONE THINKS THEY CAN CONTROL MONEY 
UNTIL IT STARTS TO CONTROL THEM 


Money Screws You Up 


Treaty Rights 
Upheld 


escendants of the Saanich tribe on 
Dive Island have had their 

treaty fishing rights upheld. A 
B.C. Supreme Court judge ruled that an 
1852 treaty between the Saanich tribe and 
Governor James Douglas, chief factor of 
the Hudson’s Bay Company, is still 
enforceable. 

Mr. Justice Kenneth Meredith ruled 
that construction of a marina in Saanich- 
ton Bay near Sidney would interfere with 
fishing grounds reserved to the Tsawout 
Band by the treaty. As a result, Saanich- 
ton Marina Ltd. will not be building 
boat berths, a breakwater and a parking 
lot for marine facilities in the bay. 

Signed more than 125 years ago, the 
treaty protects both hunting and fishing 
tights of the Saanich people in the Saa- 
nichton Bay area. The Tsawout Indian 
Band is a successor to the Saanich tribe, 
and members of the band are descended 
from Indians who signed the treaty. 

In 1983, the provincial government 
granted Saanichton Marina the right to 
develop a marina site at Saanichton Bay. 
Two years later, when the company began 
dredging the bay, the Tsawout Band pro- 
tested and filed suit against both the 
company and the provincial government. 

The band claimed the government’s 
granting of the development license inter- 
fered with the fishing grounds recognized 
and reserved by the treaty, and it sought a 
permanent injunction restraining the com- 
pany from developing the site. 
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NEW YORK COPS CANT. HI 
THE BLOOD ON THEIR HANDS! Z 


Over a million rounds of .38-caliber 
amunition in the hands of 30,000 New 


While the Indians did make an agree- 
ment in 1852 with regard to certain lands, 
they did not relinquish their right to fish 
the waters of the bay as before. The band 
members ‘‘not unreasonably” consider 
the bay their home and sanctuary, the 
judge said. While they are willing to share 
the bay with others, they still have the 
right to fish the whole bay and not merely 
part of it. 

Saanichton Marina Ltd. claimed that 
because the Hudson’s Bay Company signed 
the treaty, the Crown was not bound by it. 
The judge disagreed, saying HBC signed 
it on behalf ‘of the Crown. Since the 
Crown. enjoyed the ceding of the Indian 
lands, then the Crown has inherited the 
obligations contained in the treaty. 

Because the proposed marina would 
reduce the size of the fishing area, and 
because the treaty is still in force, and 
protects the entire bay against encroach- 
ment, the company cannot construct the 
marina, Judge Meredith ruled. jm 


Recent info. from Toronto has it 
that the Mainstream Press is hav- 
ing a hey-day with the quickly 
approaching 'anarchist-unconvent— 
ion.It appears they've been going 
as far as saying that white sup- 
remacists will be attending.It 
really shows you how far the State 
apparatus will go in spreading 
their dangerous lies. = 
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AS HARD AS THEY ae 


YEAH, BUT 
AT LEAST 
Vm STILL 
ALIVE... 
1 SUPPOSE 


-HOW SHE'D START .HoW, IN THE 


END,SHE'D LOSE 
HER SELF- 
RESPECT,HER 
FRIENDS, HER 
LIBERTY, HER 
HOPE — 
EVERYTHING. 


York City cops has been recalled because 
of scandals arising from it's untraceabi- 
lity. Until the scandals focussed attent- 
ion on the bullets, the cops had set th- 
emselves up a cosy "plausable deniability" 
situation, ideal for a variety of dirty 
trix. 

The bullets in question leave the barr- 
el at a higher velocity than usual, and 
lack "ballistic signatures", microscopic 
markings etched as the projectiles travel 
down a gun barrel that makes it possible 
to identify the gun from which they were 
fired. More lead than usual is used, mak- 
ing them softer and more likely to spread 
out on impact, increasing their"stopping 
power". When they travel through or rich- 
ochet against objects , they are likely 
to fall apart. " The bullets do desinteg- 
rate", aknowledged Alice McGillian, a 
police spokeswoman, 

The circumstances surrounding the dea- 
th of Lydia Ferraro and Police Sgt. John 
McCormick focussed attention on the bull- 
ets. McCormick was killed during a police 
drug raid on a Manhatten apartment. A wo- 
man arressted in the apartment was indict- 
ed for second degree murder, but it was 
later determined that the shot that killed 
McCormick came from a .38-caliber police 
revolver, but it was impossible to determ- 
ine which one. 

Lydia Ferraro was killed in her automob- 
in East Harlem when six of more than a doz- 
en cops who had followed her fired 13 shots 


at her from close range, hitting her 3 times. 


She was being followed because she had gone 
through a red light, according to the cops. 
(echomedia) 


Z0O==0> WE 


AIDS = ACTIO 


AIDS means a lot of things to everyone. From 
the very start of the AIDS health crisis, 
the facts have been confused with 
sensational images of perverted people 
victimised by their own sexual 
gratification. If sex sells, could there be 
a better set up than sex, faggots and death? 
The gay community for all its claims to be 
organised, was slow to realise that a bomb 
was about to go off, in slow motion, a bomb 
in their genitals. As the numbers of dead 
and dying started to climb, so grew the 
realisation that something was killing gay 


men, and it had to be stopped fast. 


GUINEA PIGS 


Most of the information and understanding 
about the AIDS is due to the enormous co- 
operation given to medical researchers by 
gay men, particularly those with full blown 
AIDS, carriers and self-identied people 
engaging in high risk behaviors. Gay men 
have always been at risk for various 
sexually transmitted diseases (STDs). 
Hepatitus B is at least one hundred times 
more contagious than HIV, and has been 
epidemic (and potentially fatal) in the gay, 
urban populations for decades. Due to 
improved Gay Pride and Rights, well 
developed and targeted education programs, 
and sensitive health care providers 
responding to some of their unique issues, 
gay men have eagerly participated in various 
study groups since the early 197@'s. 


Many were eligible for, and encouraged, to 
get vacinated against hepatitis. It is from 
many of these long term studies, and frozen 
blood samples that authorities have been 
able to trace the spread of AIDS infection 
in North America, since the beginning, 
though usually in hindsight. 


St Paul's Hospital, on the edge of 
Vancouver's West End, has been at the centre 
of the AIDS health GLiStses in British 
Columbia since 1982. For many years, it was 
one of the few hospitals in the Lower 
Mainland that would accept AIDS patients. A 
core group of care providers there, 
affectionatly dubbed the "A team", have 


become well educated and responsive to the 
people who come for help. It is only at St 
Paul's where the few study groups in BC for 


PWA'S/PWHIV's operate, through the carefully 
named Infectious Disease Clinic (IDC). 
Although the Catholic administration 
prohibits Safe Sex posters they do allow AZT 
to be dispersed to people enrolled in the 
compulsary, experimental trial groups. 


St Paul's is also where the Lymphadanopathy 
Study, involving approximately 8@@ men over 
the past 5 years, is co-ordinated from and 
where the collected data is compiled and 
analysed. These volunteers get regular 
physical examinations from participating 
General Practioners, give blood samples and 
complete an extensive questionnaire 
recounting any and all sexual behavior and 
drug use. Although these people have been 
promised confidentiality and all test 
results and data are coded, many of them now 
wonder, in the wake of the government's 
recent orders to mail bills to PWA's 
enrolled in the also confidental AZT study 
trials, just how will the information be 
examined in the future? 


BLAMING THE VICTIM 


Obviously the only effective research and 
Progress in the treatment of AIDS or HIV 
infection must have the continued co- 
Operation of those people with the most at 
stake, and the renewed faith and confidence 
of those with the most to loose. Many of 
these people believe the equation that AIDS 
= DEATH and feel they will take any 
experimental drug, that potentially holds 
hope or promise. More and more people are 
loosing their health. insurance and/or 
benifits, being fired from their jobs or 
refused promotions, are being evicted from 
their housing and are being victimised by 
the increasing violence and homophobia. This 
is true for PWAs, asymptomatic carriers and 
increasingly for gay men in general, guilty 


‘by association. 


The federal government has been counting 
reported cases of full-blown AIDS since 
1983, but in the past 5 years they have only 
allowed the limited release of one 
experimental drug, AZT. There have been a 


lot of promises and rumours of others to 
come. The Canadian government is waiting for 
the United States to develope/discover a 
solution, a cure. Even then, they will wait 
long years before following suit within 
their own systems. Arisol Pentamidine was. 

shown to help prevent the potentially 
fatal infection PCP, and has been vigorously 
used in parts of the States for several 
years. The equipment and the federal 
government license for its use are only just 
becoming available on a limited basis in 
Canada, despite the strong and insistant 
lobbying and challanges to the politicans by 
the very people affected. 


No where along the way has the BC government 
shown any concern or compassion for people 
different than themselves. Obviously, if 
anyone waits for a death of an acquantance, 
friend or family member, it will eventually 
happen - even in Socred fantasy circles! 
Rather than provide legislation protecting 
the genuine rights of people to decent and 
concerned health ċare, the government 
graciously accomodated Vancouver City 
head doctor John Blatherwick's request for 
tighter quarantine legislation. AIDS has 
basically been lumped together with 
communicable diseases, open to def nition by 
none other than the same government that 
suggests gay men be left to “take care of 
their own". They get to decide who gets 
tested, whats done with those results, up to 
and including segregation and indefinite 
quarantine. 


— 


INSIDE 


There is probably no more critical an area 
where AIDS needs to be understood than 
inside prison. HIV is spread through sharing 
needles to inject drugs or tattoo. Along 
with unprotected anal intercourse, fucking 
without a condom, the two most likely ways 
to spread AIDS, and a whole lot of other 
diseases. People need access to safer sex 
education, free condoms, and info on how to 
clean needles properly. Without the chance 
to know what the risks are, and the ways to 
prevent transmission, people will become 
infected. 


The threat of mandatory testing as you go 
in, and to become eligible for parole, 
before you can get out, and the stress of 
getting a positive resuit is a reality for 
more and more people. Prostitutes and drug 
users supposedly give informed consent, and 
a few vials of blood are rushed carefully 
OET SCO the ‘provincial Labs It is='as 
confidential as any medical chart, or your 
favorite government computer bank. 


Women at Lakeside Correctional Institute 
have reported being isolated in segregation 
because they were "sero-positive", a carrier 
of the virus. They are not allowed 
excersise, cold meals come under the door on 
disposable plates, mo tobacco, 2 showers a 
week, and visitors and other inmates are 
told "Be careful, she's got AIDS!". One man 
in the remand centre in Vancouver was kept 
in segregation while the authorities waited 
for his test results. He had said he thought 
he might be at risk for AIDS since he had 
intercourse with an IV drug user. His 
visitors and other inmates were also told he 
had AIDS. His results eventually came back 
negative, but nobody would believe it... 


ALTERNATIVES 


5 : 
If necessity is the mother of invention, 
desperation must be the brother-of Action. 
Many people, faced with a fatal diagnosis, 
profit-obsessed governments, and social 
institutions riddled with fear and loathing, 
have turned to any other options available. 
In the absence of a meaniful response, gay 
men, with the essential help of lesbian and 
feminist women have had to create 
alternatives within the crisis. People 
searching for effective care for this 
complicated syndrome have been forced to go 
out of the country, to Mexico for illegal 
and unavailable drugs, to France and Germany 
for treatments based on clinical observation 
and respect for a human being. Guerilla 


groups smuggle in various drugs and 
treatments, run and evaluate their own 
research and tests on the many 


possibilities. 


Coalitions of PWAS have formed in several 
cities to counter the blatant lack of action 


on the part of most health care providers, 
service organisations, and government 
operated social systems. They carefully 
explore all avenues of hope and promise, 
consider the benifits and the costs, collect 
resources and offer first hand peer 
counselling to the steadily growing numbers 
of affected people. 


More often, individuals start to improve 
their health by ajusting their lifestyle: 
improving their diet, getting involved with 
excersise they enjoy, learning stress 
management and relaxation techniques, 


getting help for drug and alcohol abuse. 


These people refuse to be victimised; the 
are taking control of their own health E 2 a 


a j Si w restoring: control over their own bodies. 


They are learning to live with AIDS. ni 


j TNN Simon P. 
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SQUAT ACTION 


by Gored 


In the early morning hours of March 7 around 
175 squatters barricaded the Stamford Hill Es- 
tate, located in the Hackney borrough, N. Lon- 
don. This was in resistance to the planned 
eviction of 100 squats on the estate, & about 
500 volice & bailiffs were reportedly on hand. 

During the morning of Mar. 7th we gathered 
in preselected: squats, about 20-25 people in 
the flat I was in. Groups of us would go out 
& help erect barricades at entrances to the 
estate then return to the flat. We drank tea 1 
& waited for the expected onslaught of cops. 
By 6;30 am all the barricades were set, made 
up of rubbish bins, shopping carts, industrial 
Sized garbage containers, & a couple of cars. 
Fires were set in some of the garbage bins, 
as well as in the cars, which made pretty pict- 
ures for the media. One reporter who said she 
was from the left press was harrassed all morn- 
ing as she was taking photos while we were 
setting the barricades. Some squatters were 
becoming irate fearing any photos could be used 
as identification. 

By 8;30 am it became obvious there would be 
no police action, their 'surprise' evictions 
were foiled, the media was present, and the 
squatters were prepared. 

The situation remained quiet the rest of the 
day as groups of people took to playing soccer 
as others patrolled. the barricades. March 8 

is again very quiet & the Estate was still a 
"No-GO' area for police & bailiffs. 

On Mar. 9th the squatters were to meet with 
Hackney council members to work on some kind of 
discussion, but instead of meeting political 
"air-bags' the squatters were confronted with 
cops in riot gear who began the evictions with 
no resistance. At this point the squatters 
were far outnumbered & obviously tired. 

Later that night angry squatters went down to 
the Hackney town Hall & disrupted the council 
meetings. Brynley Heaven, a member of the Lab- 
our council & most responsible for ‘the mass ev- 
ictions, recieved a few well-deserved punches 
in the head & had his eye-glasses broken. 
Heaven was also the victim of an ongoing cam- 
paign of harrassment, so much so that he 
couldn't live at home. 

Paying tenants who lived at Stamford Hill Es- 
tate seemed to be supportive of the squatters. 
Every effort was made to accomidate the ten- 
ants; garbage cleaned up, grocery runs made for 
elders, a gate secured to Jet commuters on and 
off the grounds. But some tenants still bel- 
ieved squatters were ‘filthy pigs' who lived in 
total squalor & destroyed flats. This was ob- 
viously not true, all squats I saw were clean & 
in good condition. Many times squatters have 


to fix up flats as cops & bailiffs often smash 
up plumbing & wreck the electricity so they 
can't be comfortably lived in. 

And the squatters aren't just punks & anar- 
chists (who have a bad image), many of the sq- 
uatters are families who have no homes and no 
alternative to squatting. The councils excuse 
for the mass evictions was to create homes for 


-families that the State keeps in Bed & Break- 


fast hotels. But the truth is that most of the 


evicted homes will simply remain empty, and 
boarded up with large steel doors. The squatt- 
ers themselves will only be added to the new 


list of homeless. It becomes clear the real 


motivating factor for the evictions of squats; 
squatting is like a big Fuck Off to the system, 
it's people taking control of their lives and 
stepping out of the economic control of the 
government. 

Looking back on this resistance it became 
clear, in later squatters meetings, that every 
one was prepared for the first 4-5 hours of 
resistance, but no one ever considered a 3 day 
seige’. The squatters were organised, but more 
preparation & planning would be needed for futu 
future evictions, & many lessons were learned 
from this action.. 

As I myself was leaving London to return to 
Vancouver the London squatters were preparing 
for more evictions & more organised resistance 
to the States repression... Good luck to 
them’. 
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BY KATHLEEN YEARWOOD 


The central fact of existance for all 
inhabitants of North America who are not 
of Aboriginal descent, is that we are occ- 
upying stolen land and participating as 
settlers in the continuing colonization 
of the original peoples of this land. 

So central and censurable is our iniq- 
uitous occupation, that it goes almost ent- 
irely unnoticed by us. But racism always 
works better the deeper it's buried. In 
North America this racism operates on eve- 
ry level of the dominant society. And it 
operates as much in our music as anywhere 
else. 

Let me explain. 

The foundation of the present dominant 
North American culture is economic. It's 
based on the exploitation of resources. In 
Canada, one branch of the government empl- 
oyment service is called ‘Human Resources’. 
Even the glorious crown of creation is re- 
duced to raw materials. The only reason 
the Europeans came here was to gain wealth 
for Europe. Settlers were later enticed to 
come with promises of freedom, economic 
and religious. This was to be the new world. 
Only trouble was, it was already many peop- 
les ' Old World. No matter for free enter- 
prise. The early capitalists found complic- 
ated ways to disrupt, starve, dissappear 
and exterminate Indigenous peoples who got 
in the way of progress. The propaganda war 
began at the same time , in order to just- 
ify aggression and genocide, and it's here 
we find the prototypes for the racist myths 
we hear today. 

Time flies when you're having fun and 
making tons of money, and 500 years later, 
this racist propaganda helps to insure that 
Native people are held in an active state 
of oppression. 

Because we're not finished with this 
land yet. Almost, but not quite. There's 
still some wood left, some water, minerals 
and oil pipelines, water pipelines, uranium 
mining, general disruption and destruction 
of Native communities. There has been no 
break in settlement. History is today. 

The music we listen to and play is 


very much connected to this ongoing hist- 
ory, history hangs around like a mangy dog 
that just won't go away. 

I'm going to now assume that all 
people have a need for freedom from all 
kinds of oppression. And I'll call the 
dominant N. American culture Anglo culture. 

We members of Anglo culture are 
searching for liberation. A music of 
liberation; a culture of liberation. We 
may be rich but we're not happy. True to 
our history, however, we've not developed 
our own music, but rather stolen musics 
of liberation and subjected them to the 
system of profit we hold so dear. Thus 
was gospel music stolen and popularized 
by Elvis. And that true music of libera- 
tion, translated by a white singer, became 
a source of enormous wealth to a few white 
people. I recently heard Lilian Allen, 
the dub poet,say on national radio that if 
their group was white and doing music 
that good, they'd be cultural heros by now. 
Nothing has changed. When the liberation 
music called jazz caught in New York, 
black audiences were not allowed in. 


The only reason that revelation surp- 
rised me was that I was as blind to racism 
and oppression as I was trained to be, 
partly through a lack of exposure to an 
accurate history. Here's Northrop Frye: 

' In relation to time and human his- 
tory there are...two kinds of people: 
those who think that the past is dead, 
and those who realize that the past 
is still alive in us. A dead past left 
to bury its dead ends in a dead pre— 
sent, a society of sleep-walkers, 
and a society without a memory is as 
senile as an individual in the same 
plight.' 


Gospel music and Jazz became ripe 
for Anglo exploitation just as soon as 
America was through with exploiting 
black people, except as cheap labour; but 
cheap labour does not provide the kind of 
big profits that slavery did. Capitalists 
are ingenious and they figured they could 
find something to rip off from the most 
oppressed class, and sure enough, an 
appropriated liberation music was just the 
thing. Right from the first contact with 
this land, Anglo culture was based on 
acquisition. The empire sent out those 
damned violent ‘explorers’ with only one 
goal: take whatever you can from wherever 
you can. So stealing black music was a 
logical next step to stealing labour, 
stealing human rights, and stealing people. 

So rock music is a stolen music. Most 
white people who play it never acknowledge 


the sources. Just as the Church came ~ 


here, rejected the Native understanding 
that all life is interconnected, oversaw 
the destruction of the land and animals, 
and now want to speak of ‘ecology' as 
though they thought of it themselves. 

Rock music didn't come here from 
the invading european countries. Once it 
was successfully appropriated, which inclu- 
des the obfuscating of the source, it 
operated for us as an attenuated music for 
an attenuated liberation. It still holds 
forth the possibility, to a few young 
men(and fewer young women) of escaping the 
drudgery and exploitation of having a job 
doing stupid tasks for stupid ends. 

Musicians become heroes here because 
they have the appearance of controlling. 
their own destinies. 


Though they have the appearance of 
control, they still consume at acceptable 
levels so they remain plugged into capit- 
alist culture. This worship of the free 
consumer is a powerful myth, yes even in 
‘alternative’ music. These substitute her- 
os are part of the cheap imitation liber- 
ation we have settled for. We succumb to 
the image of liberation because true lib- 
eration is an intensely painful process 
that is done by people who have little 
left to lose, a deep understanding of his- 
tory, and a vision for the future. Anglo 
culture does not produce many of these 
people. I've defined heroism as the ab- 
ility to remain human in a inhuman envir- 
onment. The environment of many generat- 
ions of poverty, of racism, of being 
in prison, of being treated as less than 
human. What young Anglo rock star has had 
to meet these challenges? That is not to 
Say that we are not oppressed. The creat— 
ive urge in people should be celebrated 
and encouraged. But the image of liberat- 
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ion will not free us. We still have wom- 
en in music in the token category, and I 
know well the level of respect we usually 
find. We have male rock heros who are ac- 
ting sensitive because it's trendy. I can 
hear the tension in their voices as they 
try to not accidently reveal their mys- 
ogyny, or whatever vices are not trendy 
at the time. Politics are in again. When 
I had a job cleaning the bar in town 
here, I used to vacuum and watch rock 
videos. One morning I caught Boy George 
LEADING a chorus of Black South Africans 
down a road. He was singing ' I'M SOLD' 

( I said,yeah, I know) and in time with 
this song there were bombs going off all 
around them. It was painfully offensive. 
Boy George in the front lines of the 
struggle in South Africa? 


In pop music, being political means 
glorifying the most desperate and sombre 
aspects of human existence, choreograph- 
ing reality and obscuring the source of 
oppression. It is appropriation without 
participation. And I dont see alternat- 
ive music getting much beyond that. This 
compulsion to explore and steal music 
arises out of our history and from our 
desire to get beyond the restrictions of 
Anglo culture. Through our own spiritual 
poverty, we burgle the house of the wor- 
ld, take what we find profitable, de- 
contextualize it and sell it. 


The english language has enriched at=. A 


self appropriating from many cultures , 


though curiously, it never stole from ene 


native Celts, whose land the Anglo-saxon: 
came to occupy. 
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I believe languages and musics spring 
equally from human hearts and minds, and 
from the sounds of the land . We are a 
transplanted people and in many ways we 
have not arrived in this land. We have 
always-been deaf to the voices of this 
land. Our relationship with the land is 
so abusive and oppressive that this de- 
afness serves our purposes well. We did 
not come here to love the land, but to 
use it. What we use we do not love. 

And thus even what we love we come 
to use. This tendency towards expediency, 
and the lack of contact with our history, 
conspires to create a non-viable culture. 
We are in truth landless, homeless, lack- 
ing past or future, and deaf to the voice 
of the land we oppress. Were we to sudd- 
enly hear this voice, we would be stopped 
in our sleepwalking tracks. 

The suppression of Indigenous languag- 
es and music was a necessary step towards 
colonization, and as far as the dominant 
culture is concerned, this silence must 
not be broken. 

I know that it is a source of exasp- 
eration to certain among white settlers 
that there are any Native people left. 

' The primary principal of white settl- 
ement in this country in practice if not 
always in theory, was that the indigenous 
cultures should be destroyed, not preser- 
ved or continued or even set apart, ' 

(N. Frye again) 

The plan is still total annihilation 
and it continues. Poverty, the prisons, at 
Big Mountain, in Northern Canada, relocat- 
ion, pollution, assimilation pressure, st- 
ealing children; the genocide machine 
chugs on. And pop music and alternative 
music increase their empires with world 

usics., but do not borrow from indig= = 
enous N. American musics ( except in 
parody, in a song always about Indians) 
because we are not yet finished with st- 
ealing the land. 

That music we have rejected is a true 
liberation music, but there is no way we 
could de-contextualize it, and to hear itin 
context would cause great discomfort and 
potentially serious repercussions to Ang- 
lo society. 

Without a true liberation music of 
our own, we alternative musicians are 
left to act as mouthpieces for the culture 
of aquisition, we are reduced to entrep— 
eneurs and co-opters of manifestations of 
true spirit, we are no more than puppets 
espousing the virtues of the American 
dream. We play what pays. 

This doesn't have to be a closed set. 

If it's true that all people strive tow- 
ards liberation then we too can develop 

a culture of liberation, from out of an 
understanding of our own oppression. If 

we can do this then we will be spared 

the future insanity of listening to st- 
olen N. American Indigenous musics from 

up in our spacestations, while were on 

the way to exploit new planets. 


LOVE & RAGE 


Copies of Carl Harps book Love & 
Rage are still available reprinted 
as a fundraiser for Vancouver ABC 
work. $2.00 Bulk. c/o Vancouver 
Anarchist Black Cross, Box 2881, 
Vancouver B.C. Canada V6B 3X4 


MARCH 


It was that time of year again another 
WALK FOR PEACE was about to occur. 

It was obvious for anyone that the 
yearly walk for peace had lost any of 
its original connections with a grass 
roots event. And that it really wasn't 
going to tackle the institutions that 
create oppression and wars. 

One only had to look at the massive 
bill boards advertising the event to 
realise how much money was being spent, 
which leads to where was all that mon- 
ey coming from and why? The last time 
I'd been at one of these absurd events 
was in 83 and to tell you the truth I 
was quite nauseated by the whole thing, 
and what it had become, especially the 
part when they thanked the police and 
everyone gave them a big clap for such 
a good job they'd done. 

This years event was not much differ- 
ent in that aspect,with the mayor giv- 
ing his big speach, the same person 
who would read the riot act if anyone 


for change. 

Arriving at the WALK in the morning I 
noticed major ammounts of fresh graff- 
itti along the march including one 
that said "PARADE MARSHALLS EQUAL COPS" 
This was a positive first sign, I met 
up with a group of anarchists and punks 
at an island in the road close to where 
the walk was to begin. Kids would walk 
by with their parents and say mommy 
what group are they from, lots of black 
flags around. 

From what occurred from here on im, zit 
appeared that the punks, anarchists and 
others were tired of this yearly 


boring event. 


ied doing some„real-collectivepactions-- 
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In which everyo 
place to march, even dividing workers in- 4 
to little sub-categories. As soon as the 
march began to move we all made our ‘way 
to the road , which without realizing 

it stopped the whole procession of about 
40 - 60, 000 people for a couple of sec- 
onds. 


The people on the march didn't 
seem to mind, but the big pig head 
parade marshalls had their first fit of 
anger, shouting at us to go to the back. 
We telling them to shove it, and saying 
we'll decide for ourselves. Because of 
this little reaction, we decided Spontan- 
eously to walk near the front. This later 
became to much for parade marshalls and 
organisers who wanted their banner to stand 
alone as the vanguard of passifist ideology. % 
We with our black flags and AnarchistBlack 
Cross / Abolish prisons banner were soon 
to be surrounded by numerous parade marsh- 
alls , them presuming every stereotype 
image of anarchism and punk, finally they 
got the word to move us back, and slowed 
the people with the abolish prisons by 
standing infront and walking slow. When 
one of the people carrying the banner at- 
tempted to move it back up to its origin- 
al position one of the peace cops said 
" Stay where you are or else". Many oth- 
er little intimidation tactics occurred 


as well . | Any how think I'll be sleep- 
ing-in nextyear. 


Monkeys attack 


RIYADH, Saudi Arabia — A. 
troop of monkeys roaming the 
southern desert attacked a; 
motorist who ran over one of its” 
members, jumping on his car and 
smashing the windows, a newspa- 
per reported Sunday. 

The Okaz newspaper said a 
man was driving to work when he 
killed the monkey on a highway 
in the Khamis Mesheit region. 
The newspaper, which did not 
identify the man, quoted him as 
saying the other monkeys chased 
his car but couldn’t catch it. 

But when the man drove home 
later on the same road, he found 
the monkeys still gathered 
around the dead animal’s body, 
according to the report. When 
they spotted his car, they jumped 
on it and smashed the windows 
with their fists, the paper said. 

The driver sped off and saw 
the troop dragging the dead mon- 
key into the nearby mountains, 
Okaz said. 
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Recently the revelation in the Jim Trimble 
support efforts have brought refreshed att— 
ention to prisoner support. Unfortunately 
the attention in light of those revelations, 
has not been positive. For many of you this 
has been just one more experience showing 
that prisoners are big con artists and dec~ 
ietful individuals, bringing on a sceptisizm 
of any individual support effort. Since I 

am a prisoner, am seeking support in my own 
efforts to obtain an international transfer 
and am active in the prison abolition effort 
within anarchist and libertarian philosophy, 
it is particularly important to me to addr- 
ess the issue of prisoner support. 

While it is true that by and large the 
majority-of prisoners are decietful in many 
of their contacts with the public, there is 
the small minority of serious "prisoners of 
conscience" who are either involved in pol- 
itical awareness activities prior to incar- 
ceration, or have been awakened to that aw- 
areness while inside the prison. This small 
group of prisoners should not be forgotten 
or dismissed just because their peers have 
caused anxiety and distrust from those of 
you outside the walls. 

I remind you also that prisoners, for the 
most part, are not in prison for being "nice 
folk." Once in prison, having experienced 
the injustice of the judicial system and the 
prison conditions (as a whole), the prison- 
er simply tries to survive. And that surviv- 
al unfortunately includes some efforts at 
con games to obtain support for their cases, 
or material gains; and’in some cases, full 
scale schemes to involve correspondants in 
illegal capitalistic activities. 

Without going into all the social reasons 
for why this happens(if you don't know by 
now I suggest you find out), let us accept 
the fact that con games and deciept is part 
of the social/prison process which will very 
often flow over into the public. With that 
in mind it is important not to let your att- 
itude change away from support, but rather 
to adjust it to include the possibility that 
not all relations with prisoners will be 
ending on a positive note. But this does not 
mean that you have to continue to have bad 
experiences. There are ways to find out ex- 
actly who you are dealing with in any given 
situation; and ways of handling support eff- 
orts so as not to bring about any serious 
dissappointments. There will always have to 
be an inherent measure of trust involved, 
but it needn't always-be blind trust. Obv- 
iously we will have to take every prisoner 
as an individual, and somewhere along the 
way you will accept him/her on word alone, 
but this needn't be until you are ready to 
do so, and following some reasonable evid- 
ence that the individual prisoner is in 
fact trustworthy and more important, of ov- 
erall character of good standing. You don't 
just trust anyone on the street, do you? 
Why apply higher standards of trust to a 
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prisoner based on the fact that they are 
prisoners? By applying the same standards . 
of trustworthiness, the issue can be hand- 
led reasonably. 

In order to have an aboveboard relation- 
ship with an individual prisoner, it is 
important that you be made aware of some of 
the suggested methods of handling prisoner 
support and communication on the individual 
level. While these suggestions should remain 
tentative and provisional, they serve as a 
basic guide to help you in your efforts. 

A.) Support Group organizers/coordinatore; 
Before accepting an individual prisoner as 
a subject of specific intent, try to obtain 
as much factual info. as possible from sour- 
ces other than the prisoner hims/herself. 
Very often the transcripts of trials can 
show meaningful insight to the crime itself 
and the procedure used in prosecution. In — 
cases of violent allegations, victims rare- 
ly have to lie, and their testimony should 
be heatd in fairness to the victims. But 
consideration should be given to circumst— 
ances of the crime, ie., was it a self-def- 
ence or legitamate revenge. It is important 
that prior to publishing any requests for 
support the organizers/coordinators will be 
able to answer to those who request a char- 
acter check on the prisoner; and be sure 
as possible that they have done everything 
to within reason to ascertain the true int- 
ent. and character of the prisoner. 

B.) Individual supporters: Make sure the 
organizers/cordinators have the information 
you seek to insure prisoner credibility, or 
obtain it yourself from the prisoner and 
whatever other sources are available. 

C.) The prisoner: Is the prisoner seriou- 
sly involved in political awareness efforts? 
Have you witnessed anything from the prison- 
er other than pleas for help ini his/her 
individual case, or has she/he involved him 
/her self actively so that it is obvious 
that there is more in mind than just pers— 
onal gratification? It is important to keep 
an eye out for prisoner-written articles 
in the alternative press in order to see 
what's on the prisoner's mind other than 
personal gain from support. 


criticism. If you write try to remember to specify whether you care if we print 


your letter or not. We desperately need more distributors-it’s enough that some- 


times we wonder why we're down here in this dingy basement at all, let alone 


having to watch our previous issues get all yellow and mouldy. We are still inter- 


ested in putting together a special issue on sexuality. Send us poems,drawings, 
collages,personal stories,etc.(Please try to keep the intellectual jerking-off 


to a minimum.) 


D.) Material requests: Of course this is up 
to the individual, but it is suggested that 
contributions of money and/or property is 
not a healthy way to begin any relationship 
especially with a prisoner. You should lim- 
it material contributions to stamps(which 
are a legitimate prisoner need in any circ- 
umstance), writing impliments, and possib- 
ly an occassional food package during seas- 
onal periods when the prison allows such 
packages. If, after getting to know your 
corresponding prisoner to the degree you 
feel sufficiently close, you desire to send 
money or property, do so only if you are 
willing to accept that it just may be a game. 
The way to spot a con game starting is to 
get requests from the prisoner for larger 
and larger donations of money and property. 
Eventually these requests may get confident 
enough to get you to cover bad checks or 

act as a go between in some scam. So be wary 
of the’ politically aware prisoner who is 
asking for materialistic support. By simply 
making it a firm condition of correspondence 
to deny any material requests other than 

the small items such as stamps, etc., until 
you decide to offer, if that ever happens 
you can weed out the serious prisoners from 
the con artists. A con artist will most lik- 
ely cease writing when he discovers, some- 
times over a long period of time, that s/he 
can't get anything out of you. 

E.) Be fair with prisoners: Someone just 
entering the arena of political awareness 
will obviously still have much authoritar- 
ian notions left over from previous exper- 
ience. Give them time to adjust and find 
their way. Don't lie to a prisoner. If you 
say you'll write, do it. Don't place req- 
uirements on the prisoner that you yourself 
won't or can't meet. Keep in mind that the 
prisoner lives in a hostile environment and 
sometimes the emotions will flow over into 
the letters you recieve, and may not always 
be pleasant. inte, 

F.) Although I'm sure many persons will 
argue with my suggestions that the initial ag 
crime should be looked into, I do not make 
this suggesion because of intentions 
vade privacy or create discrimination or 
judgemental attitudes, but merely so as to 
confirm what the prisoner him/herself tells 
you. The Jim Trimble case is right on point 
We should learn from experience. We needn't 
experience bad things merely to learn as we 
should have some reasonable forsight to pre- 
vent the bad instances. 

If you would like more information concern- 
ing this subject, please feel free to wri- 
te me , and send an S.A.S.E. along if you 
can 
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* Jim Trimble is a young man who was cony— 
icted of murder and sentenced to death. He 
has been trying to get support for some 
time now, in order to overturn his case and 
Jor get out of the death penalty. Recently 
it has been discovered that Jim left out 
some info. from his story, which included 
an alleged rape. It is also possible that 
Jim has become a christian, although I 

have not yet seen evidence of it, but have 
heard rumors. The fact that Jim left out 
vital info. and has apparently misrepresent- 
ed himself to his support group has caused 
a great deal of dismay and embarrassment to 
that group. 


On Prisoner Support 
was originally printed in 
The Thought. 
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B.C. PAROLE UPDATE 


Recent media attention to crimes 
committed by parolees has prompt- 
ed Attorney General Brian Smith 
to propose a complete review of 
the parole system. 

He has recently released a disc- 
ussion paper with the incredulous 
title. " Parole: Earning the Priv- 
ilege”. The paper proposes a num- 
ber of changes to B.C.'s parole 
system. They include: 

— raising the eligibility period 
for day parole from one-sixth of 
the sentence to one third. 

— requiring all persons wishing to 
be considered for parole to apply 
for it rather than being reviewed 
automatically at a certain point in 
their sentence. 

~ giving the Parole Board legislated 
authority to make compensation pay- 
ments to victims or community serv- 
ices a condition of parole. 

Brian Smith is justifying a 
review of the parole process 

by citing the need to make the 
community safe. However, his 
proposed changes cannot guar- 
antee protection to the commun- 
) ity. 

y If you take into account that 

“only a small percentage of pris- 

J are in prison for violent 
crimes. Few represent a.potent- 
ial threat to the community when 
on parole. The proposed changes 

l however, will be applied to all 
prisoners. Clearly this is unj= 
ust. More important, the recom- 
mendation in the discussion pa- 
per would mean an even greater 
discrimination against poor and 
illiterate prisoners than is 
already the case in the present 
system. They would make it even 
harder for these prisoners to 
get out of prison and -on with 
their lives. 


There is well-documented evid- 
ence that the penal system in- 
creases violence in our comm- 
unities and its bureaucracy 
and structures create the ult- 
imate breeding ground for 
violence for those locked be--- 
hihd the walls. 

In regards to prison, Yes 
there does need to be some 
changes, but towards getting 
rid of them. 

Brian ( lick my boots) Smith 
has invited comments and sugg- 
estions from the community. To 
get a free copy of the discuss 
ion paper or to give feedback, 
fetc!}, write: 

£ Brian Smith 
Attorney General of B.C. 
Legislative Buildings 
Victoria, B.C. 
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Myth: Many of the crimes committed in Canada involve 
violence. 


Fact: Only six per cent are violent. The majority of 
crimes committed between 1962 and 1983 were property 
crimes like theft and vandalism. 


Myth: Many offenders released on parole commit violent 
offences. 

Fact: Fewer that five per cent of parolees commit a 
violent act within four years of their release. In fact, 
offenders under sentence in the community committed 
only one in every 1000 recorded crimes of any kind. 


Myth: Canada’s criminal justice system is too lenient. 


Fact: Relative to crime rates, Canada’s rate of incar- 
ceration is more than twice that of the United States. 


STUFF WORK 


IN THE STREETS, 
FIELDS AND FACTORIES 


LEXINGTON SUBTERFUGE 


The 16 cell dungeon control unit for 
women at the Federal Correctional Institution 
in Lexington, Kentucky is not being closed, 
it is just being moved. 

In June or July, the so called 'mission' 
of Lexington is to be transferred to a one- 
hundred and eight bed unit within-a larger, 
lower security prison for men at Marianna, 
Florida, about 75 miles west of Talahasee. 

This means that the abusive violation of 
most of the United Nations Minimum Standard 
Rules for the treatment of Prisoners and 
blatant political repression will not stop, 
but will in fact be expanded. It will likely 
also be covered up a little more, as it is 
at U.S. Penitentiary at Marion. 

The U.S. bureau of Prisons also undoub~ 
tedly hopes to upset and perhaps even des- 
troy the anti-Lexington movement with this 
action. 

For more info. on the women being held 
at Lexington, and what, you can do to help, 
write to: 294 Atlantic Avenue, Brooklyn, New 
York 11201,U.S.A. 


FROM THE ABOLITIONIST! 


PRISON UNIONS 

In Ohio, the prisoners are continuing their 
struggle to fully unionize all prisoners. This 
has not sat well with the prisoncrats there, or 
elsewhere. The Prisoners Organization Project 
centered at the Southern Ohio Correctional Facil- 
ity in Lucasville, Ohio, is the prison-organizing 
arm of the Industrial Workers of the World. Their 
admitted aim is to organize all prisoners into the 
"One Big Union." 


Excerpts from the Industrial Worker , 
ary 1988) 
include: 


(Febru- 
the official publication of the IWW 


"As un-united wage slaves in prison, we are trea- 
ted like cattle, forced to work for the State at 
ten cents an hour, and to eat food unfit for 
swine. As an organized unit of the IWW we can 
demand better wages and better living anc working 
Conditions; we can demand to be treated like human 
beings." 


"With union Protection, we will have something to 
Say about our on-the-job health and safety condi- 
tions. Prisoner-workers will no longer be maimed 
and disfigured by the mushraked and Jerryrigged 
machines that we are now forced to work on in the 
OPI. Prisoner-workers will no longer have to die 
in their cells because of inadequate or non- 
existent medical treatment." 


"Unionization would also put an end to the prison 
system of favoritism and bootlicking. As organ- 
ized prisoner-workers, we will demand respect and 
get it.The administration will have no choice 
but to listen to our grievances and act on them- 
otherwise the prison industries will shut down 
and the prison bosses will have to hire more 
guards to scab on us." 


"Who operates the multi-million-doliar Ohio 
Prison Industries? We do! Without our labor the 
OPI - as well as the prison offices, kitchen, 
laundry .and maintenance - would have to be run by 
guards. Isn't our labor worth-more than the $12 
and $40 s month we receive now? At present, 
those of us who are forced to live off of our 
State pay cannot even afford to supplement the 
garbage served to us as food. We cannot afford 
to buy personal hygiene articles, stamps, cigar- 
ettes or coffee because of the Tising prices at 
the prison commissary." 


Sound like some things that need to happen 
around here? The IW has been doing a lot for 
prisoners in Qhio, they have organized petition 
and letter-writing Campaigns, donated books and 
funds to help in litigation. They have legal 
teams who are known to go a long ways to battle 
for the rights of workers. You don't see the 
Teamsters in prisons except when they organize 
the guards. 


The IW is currently working to get pris- 
oner-workers recognized as public employees. 
Prisoners would be entitled to at least minimum 
wages under such conditions. Decent medical care 
for job related injuries, an end to arbitrary 
hiring and firing, vacation and sick leave would 
also be a part of this. Prisoners had a union in 
this state in the early 1970's. Note how when it 
disappeared, so did our pay. This might also 
serve to crash the hopes of the "prisons for 
profits" group. We suspect the reason prison- 
crats oppose private prisons is financial in 
a ae Hopefully the Ohio prisoners will suc- 
ceed. 


Jeff Thompson 


Prisoners Ersircive tery 
Whe GON Prisoner Project, 62 Berkeley, 
Boston MA Sats IA RE oe a 
& cases on into PC (if you want), and on 
getting out of (or Ad_ Seg or whatever 
they're calling it where you are). 
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FROM PRISON 
TO PRISON 


We live in a society built on walls, 
fences and barriers. It’s all kept 
together by a combination of rewards 
and punishment. If we go to work 
quietly and do what we're told, we 
might earn some money, we Might get 
a half-way decent home and we might 
even get to enjoy life, a little. But if we 
‘make trouble’, by going on strike, by 
refusing to work, by refusing to pay, 
by disobeying their orders, what little 
we've got can be snatched away from 
us. 

It is prison that is the ultimate ex- 
pression of this. In prison, the walls 
that divide us are concrete, and the 
punishment is bloody and physical. If 
we remain content to watch their telly; 
swallow their lies and eat their shit, we 
will probably never feel the heavy 
hand on our shoulder. But if we wanta 
few adventures, a bit of laughter, a bit 
of money, we run the risk of being 
banged up in a cell. Prisons aren't for 
‘abnormal’ people. They're for the 
likes of you and me, for people who 
have broken  society’s barziers. 
People who wanted money or food. 
People who openly expressed their 
anger at the shit around them, people 
looking for adventure. The ‘freedom! 
that we constantly hear about is just 
another word for ‘DO AS YOU’RE 
TOLD, OR WE’LL LOCK YOU UP’. 

But it’s the FEAR of prison that is 
one of the biggest barriers of all. 
When we follow their rules, it’s be- 
cause we're frightened of the un- 
known consequences. We hardly 
ever hear, read or see what life in pri- 
son is actually like, until we go there 
ourselves. This is no accident. There 
is a deliberate conspiracy of silence, 
to keep us in the dark about prison 
and prisoners, and to keep our im- 
aginations running wild. So we stay 
frightened, and we stop thinking 
about prisoners. When we cut through 
the lies and through our own fears, the 
truth is very different. Prison IS survi- 
vable. It isn’t fun, and it might be fuck- 
ing horrible, but it is survivable. 

It’s survivable partly because life 
and all it’s struggles DON’T stop at the 
prison gates. Priosners are not passive 


In the last 12 months there have 
been at least 6 uprisings in 
Scottish prisons. Screws have 
been taken hostage and cell 
blocks destroyed. Life is intoler- 
able in there. For long-term pris- 
oners, there is nothing to lose. 
Society wants to lock them up 
forever, forget them, let them rot 
- and then still expects them to 
accept this. They must be joking! 


victims, and most don’t sit back and 
simply accept their fate. In the face of 
overwhelming odds, they fight back 
again and again and again...and in pri- 
son it is easy to pick out the 
‘troublemakers’ for there is rarely any 
escape. Like the rest of society, prison 
operates on a basis of punishment and 
reward. Remission, parole, associa- 
tion, visits, education and all the other 
‘privileges’ are the carrots dangled in 
front of those inside. Most prisoners 
xeep their heads down, bide their 
time and look after Number One: usu- 
ally they get given some of the carrots. 


Others will raise hell...and get a lot of 
stick. And sometimes hundreds of 
prisoners will get together and start to 
take apart the whole stinking place: 
arson, barricades, riots, hostage- 
taking, mass breakouts and pure joy. 
As in the prison uprisings in Britain at 
the end of April 1986, when 841 *gaol 
places’ were destroyed in a move- 
ment that swept through 20 prisons... 
Even if we're not inside, prison and 
what goes on there affects us all. 
Prisons are the ultimate punishment, 
the final weapon to keep us all in line. 
They need to be pulled down, brick 
by brick, like the rest of this society. 
But in the meantime, small 'reforms’ 
can help to make prison life that much 
easier to bear - things like longer 
visits, more association, better food 
and less overcrowding. The more we 
support prisoners’ demands like 
these, the more we'll know about 
Prisons. Prison life will become more 
tolerable, we'll get less scared, and 
things might really start to happen. In 
France there were uprisings in about 
20 prisons in May 1985. In Montpelier 
the prison was trashed and set alight, 
while outside a large crowd (including 
prisoners relatives and friends) 
attacked the riot cops from behind. 


When someone is in prison, it is 
essential that they receive full 
support. That means regular visits 
and frequent letters. And when 
they come out, we should still 
continue to support them: have a 


whip-round (as they probably be 
broke), ensure that they have a 
decent place to stay and don’t 
pressurise them. Remember that 
they are in there for us and we are 
out here for them 


While we live in a world built on dis- 
cipline, walls and punishment, we are 
all prisoners. We are living under the 
threat of prison. If we put a foot out of 
line, they can pick us up and send us 
down. As the whole system continues 
to disintegrate, blatant repression will 
become more and more common. 
And all the time we're living in the big- 
gest prison of all - a world of cap- 
italism and hierarchy. If we’re doing a 
stretch in Strangeways or Holloway, 
there’s always some sort of parole 
date, even if it’s years away. But while 
we're imprisoned in poverty, in shitty 
housing, in dead-end jobs, in crappy 
relationships, in Britain or in Brazil, the 
only way out is to destroy all PRISONS 
- inside, outside, everywhere. 


ATTACK! 
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ATTACK is one of those great papers 


rock against Cages Gig 


Vancouver, Canada 

Once again people are starting to organise 
for this years ROCK AGAINST PRISONS event. 
Last year about 300 people showed up for ~ 
this free concert at Trout Lake. We're 
hoping this year will be as great a get to- 
gether as last year . If you'd like to help 
out with any of the work that will be inv- 
olved in bringing this event together, or 
if you know of someone who could lend a 


sound system for the day, Please call:251- 
6069 


PRISONCR SULBORT 


~~ National Prison Justice Day originated in 1976 on- 

the anniversary of the death of prisoner Eddie Nalon. 

Eddie Nalon died in 1974, while in solitary con- 

finement at Millhaven Maximum security Peniten- 

tiary. This was followed by the death of Bobby 

Landers in 1975, who was also in solitary at 

Millhaven. 

The day originated to commemorate all those who 

have died unnatural deaths in prison, including 

murder and suicide. It is a day on which to express 

and strengthen solidarity amongst prisoners and 

their supporters. 

Prison Justice Day is now recognized in most 

prisons in Canada. Most prisoners participate by 

going on a 24 hour work and hunger strike. Those on 

the outside show their support through demonstra- 

tions, vigils and sometimes by fasting in solidarity 

with prisoners. Activities for this day have 
not been planned as of yet. 
They will probably be similar 
to last year, people travell- 
ing to the prisons in the 
lower mainland to make a pre- 
sence their,and a statement 
of solidarity with the pris- 
‘ oners. For more info; cali: 


z Prisoners Rights Group, 
873-3070 


AN 


that, you only come by once in a \ 
while. There is only one issue of \ 
attack , but the print run was 10, 

000 copies so you can probably 

still get a copy if you write them 


Soon. ATTACK : BOX BM 6577, lO us 
LONDON WCIN 3XX ENGLAND 
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GITKSAN ~ WETSUWET EN 


TEST CASE Zio 
DELGAM UUKW vs. THE QUEEN 


GAiTisn Covomela 


~KANADA~ 


Mapper/Researcher: 
Marvin George (Frog) 


GITKSAN - WET'SUWET'EN TERRITORIES, 
For over 100 years, the Province 
of BC has refused to negotiate 
‘land title settlements with the 
‘Nboriginal peoples of BC. 


Syn he ROTO Sea oe 


A radical idea with 


f 


To PREVENT FORENER INDUSTRIOUS 
SETTLERS FROM SETTLING ON UNOCCUPIED 
LAND? NOT AT ALL... LOCATE RESERVATIONS 
FoR THEM ON WICH TO EARN THEIR own 
CAVING AND IF THEY TRESPASS on WHITE 
SETTLERS funisH Them SEVERELY. 

A FEW LESSONS WouLD Soon ENAGLE 
THEM To Form A CORRECT ESTIMATE oF 
THEIR OWN INFERIORITY AND SETILE 
THE INDIAN TITLE Too? 


The Gitksan, (GITKSAN), people of the misty river, (Skeena), and 
the Wet 'suwet'en, (WET SO WETAIN), people of the Wedzen Kwe, (Bulkley 
river), are presently in the Supreme Court of British Columbia. Their 
hereditary chiefs, (not the DIA or the tribal council), have decided 
to take B.C. to task in the Provinces own court system. 


— Amor DeCosmos — 
1861 > 


< Arnor DeCosmos Clover of the Universe) 


in his Victoria News paper The British Colonist 
reflected the land hunger and racism of his 
time. He is later to become Premier of B.C.. 


, Previously 
kept well guarded. Ina spirit of hope and generousity they have 
detailed the Feast system which is the expression of their law, their 
adaawk and kungax, (oral histories), crests, poles, ancient songs, 
their spiritual lives and beliefs, medicines, Clans and Houses, 
revealing the matrix of the distinct nature of their societies. 


Richard 0-/den M. -skeena exe~92 


Ww 
Bengovgh cartam, 1831 


they puf a fence around us like 
they did to the pigs or animals, 
I am heping and praying that 
the Quean will Knew what they 
did to us... In the olden days 
when they took awey 
: our inheritance, 

MARY JUNSON (ANTGUULENY) : 


You CAN LOSE YOUR 
NET IF you vo nor eur Sh whe 


pee fé 


TEx 


"Our ancestors, they didn't go by square miles, they go by their 
boundaries and that's what they have it in, their head, and that's what 
I am using. I don't know about square miles." 


IN SUPREME COURT, 


TXEMSIM Feb-@3 


3 


Colonialist justice: step vy 
z. 43 


A\= 
@ Steal resources G) Create courts 
and make laws. and be just! 


@ Claim the land. 
Ignore owners. 


LEGAL SIGNIFICANCE michat jackson 1988 


The Gitksan and Wet'suwet'en case is not the first Native claims case 
to be heard in the courts of British Columbia but it may well be the 
most significant one in determining the future relationships between 
Indian nations, the Province of British Columbia and the Government of 
Canada. 


Its particular significance is derived from two features of the case. 
First, the legal pleadings reflect the aboriginal rights of the 
Gitksan and the Wet'suwet'en Indian nations as the hereditary chiefs 
themselves perceive them. The assertion made in the case is that the 
Gitksan and Wet'suwet'en have both ownership and jurisdiction over 
their traditional territories. They assert the full range of rights 
which as Indian nations they have never given up to the Crown. They 
assert that these rights cannot be taken from them without their 
consent. The concept that aboriginal rights encompasses both 
property and political rights is not one which has so far been 
acknowledged by Canadian courts, although in the history of Indian 
nations and European colonial governments, it has historic 
foundations. The Gitksan and Wet'suwet'’en are seeking to 
demonstrate that these historical foundations reflect fundamental 
principles which have contemporary relevance for determining the 
legal rights of aboriginal peoples. 


The second feature which distinguishes the Gitksan and Wet'suwet'en 
case from other cases is the nature of the Indian evidence. For 
perhaps the first time in legal history a Canadian court is being given 
the opportunity to understand the depth of the historical roots of 
Indian nations in this country, the nature of their relationship to 
their territory which gives not only rights of ownership but also 
responsibilities of stewardship; the Srameyo rhea z F- dtaws sand 
political institutions and the ways in which their cultural and 
spiritual distinctiveness gives shape and meaning to what it is to be 
Gitksan and Wet'suwet'en. This is being explained not in the 
language of anthropologists, but in the words of the hereditary chiefs 
themselves. This is the principal reason why the case is so 
enormously expensive to conduct. If the Gitksan and Wet'suwet'en had 
been prepared to trust their legal fate to the evidence of 
anthropologists, the case could have been completed much sooner. 
While the evidence of anthropologists is important and will be used in 
the case, the hereditary chiefs have determined that only the Indian 
people themselves can fully explain what it is that non-Indian judges 
Must understand in order for Canadian law to fully recognize the 
rights of the aboriginal peopies. 


GITKSAN AND WET'SUWET'EN 


The Gitksan and Wet'suwet'en live 
around the Skeena and Bulkley Rivers 
in northwestern BC. 


Both groups ate matrilineal. All 
inheritance passes through the 
mother's line. They share a social 
and legal system based on their 
membership in two social units - 
the Clan and the House. 


The House is the primary land-owning 
unit. Its members are close 
relatives who share a common, known 
history. 

Through their House Chief, the 
people fulfill their responsibilities 
for precisely defined land and 
fishing territories. In retum, . 
the land and rivers feed and support 
the House. 

All menbers of a House belong to 

the same Clan and are related to 
other Houses within that Clan 
although the nature of the relation- 
ship may be lost to history. 


IN THE 1940 ANO 50'S SOUTH AFRICA SENT COMMISSIONS 
TO STUDY CANADAS CAND THE U.S.5) RESERVATION SYSTEMS. 
THEY STUDIED OUR TREATMENT OF ORIGINAL PEOPLE IN ORDER 
TO CREATE THEIR own RESERVATONS UNDER APARTHEID. 


froma rosalie tisya 
lecture feb. 39 


“hey were undoubtedly af 
the time £ Settlement 

avery primitive geople 
with few of the institutions! 
of civilized society, and 

none at all of our potions 
of private property,» 


THE SEEDLING OF THIS TREE PROTECTED 
GY CHIEFS DURING THE COURSE cE THE 


SEASONAL KUND, 

ARRIVAL OF 

EUROPEANG 
1 


=. 
ovinctal N j lent, paimta it 
provincial lawyer jeff plent, rete: 


There are four Gitksan Clans: Wolf, 
Fireweed Frog and Eagle, and five 
Wet'suwet'en Clans: Wolf, Fireweed, 
Frog, Small Frog and Beaver. 


All important transactions must be 
validated in the Feast House. 
Feasts are given to mark all 
important occasions: Death, 
marriage, settlement of disputes, 
inheritance of a name and j 
territory. 

European inmigration into native 
lands now known as BC, began in 
the late 1700's. By the 1850's, 
settlement had taken place in 
major parts of BC. 


With the ever-encroaching 
settlement into Gitksan and 
Wet'suwet'en territories in the 
20th century, disputes and con- 
frontations grew. 


The Canadian method of dealing 
with these confrontations was to 
introduce the Indian reserves. 


The establishment and inposition 

of these reserves were protested 

by the Gitksan and Wet'suwet'en. — 
They persistantly asserted they 
owned the House territories and 
never ceded ownership or jurisdic- 
tion over their 22,000 square miles, 


Quotes From the Citksen/Uet'sretion 
Pamphlet, Fe. 1996 


ear Fo) eae ey 


Two EXCERPTS FRom THe PROVINCE OF B.c's STATE 


ERAN 


MENT 
TIREN; 


6. in answer to paragraph 54 this Defendant denies that the 
Wet'suwet'en together share in common any territory, language, 


laws, Spirituality, culture, economy or authority. 


33A. The title of the Crown to the lands of what is now the 


Province of British Columbia is not now and never has been 


burdened or excluded by aboriginal right, title, ownership or 


jurisdiction but if it was, that burden was discharged by the 


voluntary acts of the Crown in setting aside particular tracts of 


land as reserves for the use and benefit of Indians. 


"I'd like to see the governments genealogy charts!" 


BLOCKADE: few trucks showed up after the word went out on citizen band radios AS eet 


YAGA'LAHL 24 hrs. later 35 RCMP. arrived to chaliense the bleckade. 


Veli 
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YAGA*L AHL 


"I'mright here in front of you, look at me, listen tome talk. How 
can you deny that I exist if I am right here?” 
YAGA'LAHL 


MORICETOWN — Young peo- 
ple in Moricetown are being 
beaten and verbally harassed, the 
band says. 

In the first incident, Aug. 8, 
the son of a band employee was 
knocked unconscious while walk- 
ing home, pulled onto a pickup 
truck and then dumped by the 
side of a road, according to a 
Moricetown band councillor. 


€\earcuting! You may as well ripthe skin 
off of our backs! E NE 


Victor Jim said the youth was 
struck with an object carried by a 
person in a blue, shortbox GMC 
pickup near the Moricetown Ca- 


THE OFFICE OF GITKZAN nyon information pull- out on 


AND WETSUWETEN CHIEFS Hwy16. 

“The last words he heard 
GITKSAN AND WETSUUETEN were: ‘this is for the land 
coo claims’,’’ Jim said. 


a nannaa “They then drove him about 
four miles away to Blunt Creek 
= ao fs 

ante eae ADVISE YOU THAT YOU STOP ALL LOGGINS OPERATIONS ON MY Road where they dumped him, 


he said. 
TRESPASSERS WILL BE DEALT WITH ACCORDING TO GITKSAN LAW. 


ae] 
BY ORDER OF CHIEF LUULAK interior 


News, 
f k smiten 
SIGNED: L fi DATE: 12th FEBRUARY 1988 b.c . 


<- LUULAK 


SIONED: d ul, Morvan, 
T'AX TS'OX 


On February 12, 1988 a landmark action was taken by Hereditary 
Chief-Luulak (loo-lak) and supporting Gitwangak, Gitsequekla, Kitwancool 
and Kispiox Chiefs. They do not recognize the Provincial governments 
alleged authority concerning ownership of their territorial resources. 
Permits granted for the extraction and utiflization of these resources is 
deemed illegal by the Gitksan Hereditary Chiefs.” 


“It Is appalling what the Ministry of Forests are doing to us while our case 
Is before the courts. The logging industry does not even rest on weekends 
or holidays , and they even work in the dark stealing the trees off our 
land.” Gwis Gyen , Chief Stanley Williams said. 


Equipment of a logging outfit that was on Luulak’s territory was 
confiscated. Twenty four (24) hour notice had been given to have it 
removed. The logging contractors claimed that the action of Luulak was 
“theft of expensive equipment’. Luulak replied “you are trespassing on 
Gitksan territory . You are stealing our trees. It is our land , our resources 
ADO A Seme saree aes r pane Rahn 

Spokesperson for Luulak, T'ax Ts'ox (Darlene Morgan) stated that: “We gain 
nothing from the removal of trees from our territories. Our quarrel is not 
with the Individual logger. It is the Crown who gives logging permits to 
people to destroy our trees. The method of present day logging is one of 
rape and carnage. Clearcuts destroy our traplines, our hunting grounds, our 
medicinal plant gathering areas; our sacred places. Clearcuts affect the 
water, creates erosion and destroys fish habitat. The natural cycles are 
broken. Not only ts the land clearcut, but tt is then burned, scraped and 
sprayed with pesticides. This has got to stop now, The land cannot absorb 
this punishment. We are a caring and peaceful people. We care about our 
children and the health of the environment they will Inherit. Both Indian 
and non-Indians have a moral responsibility to be proper guardians of the 
land.’ 


Gitksan and Wet'suwet'en Chiefs are presently suing the Province of 
British Columbia for ownership and jurisdiction of their territories. 
Regardless of the outcome of the trial, now in progress in Vancouver, 
Gitksan Wet’suwet’en law will continue to prevail. GITKSAN CHIEFS 
W GITKSAN AND WET'SUWET'I 
TERRITORIES (6.W. T.) 
FEBRUARY 15, 1988 
6:00 AM, RELEASE 
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— —fRlative people back home, across | frustrating day _ 


Bad 


JUSTICE Bie MAC SHows His STRIPES 


It promises to be an active summer 
in the northern skeena region of b.c. 
this year, as the GITKSAN (Git-k-san) 
and WET'SUWET'EN (Wet-sew-et-den) 
people gear up to protect their 
ancestoral home lands from DNCS 
forestries new plans of clearcut 
destruction. These are the same first 
peoples who are now using canada's own 
apartheid court system to politicize 


canada,as well as us, the canadian 
immigrants. They have taken the 
Province of b.c. and its agents to its 
own courts suing them for ownership and 
jurisdiction of the land these 
colonists occupied a short one hundred 


years °° JUST US 

In a seperate legal action from 
this main trial, held last wednesday, 
(may 25,1988), They suffered a harsh 
reminder of just how just the canadian 
JUST-US system works, when they 
appeared before b.c. supreme court 
judge (the joker) macdonell in an 
attempt to get an injunction to stop 
dave (clearcut) parker from challeng- 
ing the peoples main court action by 
giving a prince george logging company 
the green light on a huge section of the 
land in question,the SUSTUT region. 
The plan is to start work on a logging 
road system which will criss-cross and 
bridge almost 6,000 square miles of 
this Medicine, Berry, Salmon, Grizzly, 
Cariboo, Goat and Human Sanctuary. 
The hereditary chiefs and their house 
groups are prepared to stop this from 
happening, as seen by the numerous 
blockades held over the past few 
months...but they decided first to try 
to get a legal injunction from the 
courts here in vancouver to stop 
construction. 

The injunction attempt was 
clearly doomed from the start, as was 
apparent to all of us present in 
courtroom 43. Judge mac donell 
entered the court in a big hurry and 
wasted no time trying to appear 
impartial but showed open hostility to 
the chiefs case which stated simply 
that the province should not be able to 


alienate huge tracts of land which are’ 


presently in dispute. (Just down the 


3 MAY 2S , 88 (crane stands, Goldie sits) 
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hall in courtroom 53 the chiefs were in 
their 106th day of native witness in 
the main action), groaning loudly, 
macdonell asked the court,"Whats all 
the fuss about? Its really only a small 
part of the claim were talking about 
here, what is it athirdora quarter?" 
As if that was only a small Part of the 
claim! From then on it was downhill 
for justice. During the long and 


interupted lawyers guenther and crane 
with protests of, "What's the urgency? 
The case will be over soon anyway",and 
other such ignorant redherrings. After 
having the provincial forestry 
practices of high-grading explained to 
him he reasoned, "Do you really expect 
me to believe that the minister 
(parker) would allow them just to go in 
and high grade an areaof trees"? When 
it was explained to him that the chiefs 
don't want to win a hollow victory in 
their main action, a land bleeding and 
destroyed, he said, "Look if you win at 
the end of the day (a legal term meaning 
the end of the long trial), you can take 
the roads and the bridges they put into 
the sustut and say, THANK YOU VERY 
MUCH." As if thats what any 
reasonable chief would want. 


big shot 


Although the province of b.c. was 
represented in court by big shot lawyer 
mike goldie he didn't have a thing to do 
all day long, again and again he rose to 
make an objection to the chiefs 
argument only to sit down quietly as 
the judge would do the job for him. 
When he finally did speak to the 
argument he was visibly shaken by the 
large Indian presence in the court 
room. One Wet'suwet'en man commented 
to me,"we're making his ears ring!". 
After a good deal of sputtering he 
stammered, "Your lordship, the Indians 
ask us to preserve the status quo while 
the main action continues, well the 
status quo in this province is the 
progressive harvesting of timber! Do 
not prevent us from doing what is 
essential to the b.c. economy." His: 
sidekick jeffy plant added to this 
brilliant legal argument by digging up 


-he constantly | 


an old case authority as an analogy, in 
this case a b.c.judge had decided that 
aman had to prove that he was on the 
verge of death before he could get an 
injunction to stop his nieghbour from 
dumping waste shit upstream of his 
fresh water supply. During all of 
this judge macdonell did no 
interupting except to aid the 
governments case by adding a word or 


* kangaroo 
court 


In his final decision in this 
kangaroo court macdonell said that he 
couldn't stop the good forest minister 
from doing his sworn duty. He denied 
“injunctive relief ` ashe put it, Howdo 
you spell relief? Perhaps sensing his 
partisan position he rose and quickly 
left the crowded room. When the 
registrar asked us all to rise for the 
judge it was interesting to see that 
out of the two rows of spectators the 
entire back row remained seated while 
the front ones stood in respect. 


The mood of the WET'SUWET'EN and 
GITKSAN outside of the courtroom was 
very angry to say the least. Many 
complained about the expensive waste 
of money and time on these court 
actions which don't even have the 
decency to give a posture of justice. 
Others were in shock about the contempt 
he showed the people. One Gitksan 
womyn lamented,"I wish more people 
could see this, See how we are treated 
down here, They make it so obvious to 
us, the fight isn't here in the 
courthouse in Vancouver...its back 


home, ‘right out there on the 
“territory.” Don ryan president of the 


chief's' tribal council said, "We've 
nearly exhausted all legal forums and 
we aren't going to wait for decisions, 
we'll initiate all kinds of things on 
the land, what we're telling other 
tribal groups is don't wait, be active 
on the land, just do it!" When asked 
what we immigrants can do to help the 
Situation he said," You could come up 
to the blockades if youwant, or better 
yet take over your own government, sit- 
in at their so called decentralization 
offices and we'll come over and 
negotiate with you." 


The main title action will 
continue here in vancouver with the 
natives doing their own witnessing til 
the end of June, it then goes into 
recess til September when the non- 
Native researchers testify for three 
months, after that allan mceachern may 
take a full year to contemplate and 
deliver his decision..no one is 
expecting him to „overturn the 
applecart. So far supporters have 
been conspicuous by their absence, the 
province likes it that way, if the 
Indians are invisible the province's 
racist position remains below the 
surface. So if you are in town come to 
kolonial kort, or write the chiefs with 
a letter of encouragement, or send vast 
sums of much needed money from your 
recent inheritence or gambling 
winnings. If they win we all do. 


Contact the G.W.T. embassy at 
842-6511, p.o.box 229,hazelton Back, 
voj ly0. 


don monet is a political cartoonist living 
in gitksan territory,and sometimes in 
cities on the 49th parallel. 


d noone. Als 
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Since the last issue, Avi Naftel 
has recieved the application for- 
ms for his transfer to England 
and has sent them off, and now 
they sit on the desk of Departm- 
ent of Corrections , Director 

Sam Lewis. Now more than ever it 
is important to send letters in 
support of Avi's transfer.It cou- 
1d have a significant impact if 
Sam Lewis’ office was flooded 
with letters at this time, while 
Avi's transfer application is 
being reviewed. 


Things to stress: 

This is Avi's first crime, no 

one was harmed in the incident. 
That Avi be returned to the country 

of his birth in accordance with the 

" Council of Europe Convention on the 
Transfer of Sentenced Persons. 

That Arizona Department of Corrections 
Internal Management Policy 502.1, sect- 
ion 4.1.4, not be applied in Avi's case 
This policy states that an inmate conv- 
icted of a crime of violence or threat- 
ened violence is not eligible for trans- 
fer. As stated earlier although Avi was 
convicted of a 'crime'’that would tech- 
nically fall into this category, Avi 
his Policy was ad- 
ial transfer re- 


quest in June of 86. 


_ Also you can mention that the Arizona 
Department of Corrections policy is much 
more restrictive than the terms of the 
treaty signed by the U.S. government. 

The only prisoners who can take advant— 
age of the transfer agreement are those 
with long sentences , and the eligibility 
of most, if not all, of these prisoners 
is taken away by the various clauses of 
section 4.1.4 of policy 502.1 


In addition you can cover the Humanitarian 
Angle. For 5 years now Avi has been in- 
carcerated in the Arizona Penal System. 
Not once has he recieved visits from his 
family and friends. If he was transferred 
these basic needs could be met. 


Send letters to: 

Sam Lewis, Director 

Az. Dept. of Corrections 
1601 West Jefferson 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 


For more information: 


Project 1313 , Lawrence Kansas 
66044 USA 


Avi Naftel, P.O. Box B-45287 
Florence, AZ 85232 USA 


Anarchist Black Cross 
see listing of ABC groups. 


See last 2 issues of No Picnic 


The following prisoners could use 
some good reading material, corres- 
pondence, or some support. 


Barry Gibbs, #Y-7344, Drawer R 
Huntington PA. USA 16652 


John Richard Browne, #365876 Micheal 
Unit, -12-ee-63, P.O. Box 4500 Tenn- 


essee Colony Texas, USA 75861 


Chester Vinton Haas #327322A P.0.Box 
4500 Micheal’ Unit, Tennessee Colony 


Texas USA 75861 


Phil Scalice, #278901 E11 IMU, P.O. 


Box 520 Walla Walla, WA. 99362, USA 


' DIRECT ACTION 


Two of the members of Vancouver's 
'Direct Action', have recently 

been released from prison. Gerry 
Hannah, was granted full parole 

and continues to play music as well 
as working. Doug Stewart is pres- 
ently on day parole, which means he 
has his days free but must go to a 
half-way house in the evenings. 


Ann Hansen And Brent Taylor continue 
to suffer the disgusting conditions 
of confinement that Canadian Society 
enforces on these people whose only 
'crime' was that of taking action . 
without compromise in the struggle 
for a free society. 


Doug Stewart 


NEW YORK ABC 


ThoSe who seek fundamental changes in 
society must question the philosophy 
and practice, and most of all the very 
existence of prisons. Society as a 
whole is responsible for every "crimin- 
al” act committed and equally respons 
ible fer finding solutions to the 
problems of " crime ", as well as find- 


“ ing viable, constructive alternatives 


to prisons. ALL PRISONS MUST BE ABOL- 
ISHED if we are all to be free. So 

what can/should be done? There is no 
specific answer or set guidelines. Bas- 
ically we must work to create conditions 
which remove the basic reasons for crime 
(a free society based on free associat- 
ion and mutual aid would be a good star 
t ) Most importantly we must deal with 
problems creating/ or created by crime 
on a community level. Not taking pers- 
onal responsibility only leaves the 
courts and government to reach a'solut- 
ion’. We all know that the court system 
is a farce and prisons are horrible. So 
people need to think about, and work / 
act on finding solutions to the prob- 
lems created by our society... indepen- 
dently of all governments and courts. 
Community based action and collective 
responsibility could be a big step 
forward. 


LEFT OVER is an ANARCHIST BLACK CROSS 
contact for the New York area; any 
info or inquiries to : LEFT OVER 983 
Metropolitan Ave. # 1R Brooklyn NY 
11211 


LEONARD 
PEIER 


The following interview was recorded at 
Leavenworth Prison, in Kansas USA, On Feb. 1st 
1988. Elisabet Rydell-Jansen from the Swedish 
Indian Organization, talked with Leonard Peltier. 
Because of space limitation we were only able to 
include excerpts. 


' On June 26, 1975, the FBI attacked a traditional 


camp in Oglala, on the Pine Ridge reservation in 
South Dakota. At the same time this was taking 


place there was a secret transfer of one eighth of 


the reservation from the Tribe to the U.S. gover- 
nment. The corrupt tribal government selling the 
reserve land that was rich in uranium deposits. 
Leonard Peltier was one of the many people at the 
encampment, which included women and children, 
when the FBI began firing on them, In the shoot 
out that took place a native man » Joseph Stuntz 
as well as two FBI agents were killed. 
Consequently Leonard Peltier is now serving two 
life sentences from a conviction of aiding and 
abetting in the deaths of the FBI agents on the 
Pine Ridge Reservation. Although his two co-def- 


endants were aquitted on self defense for the same 


charges, They continue to let Leonard rot behind 
their bars, and Joseph Stuntz and the many others 


who have been killed for defending their rights as 


Native peoples, is never mentioned. 


LP: I'm ready, testing one-two-three, let's 


do it again, Testing one-two-three testing...I"1l1 = 


be the reporter (laughs) 


ERJ: Lets start with your legal situation; 
what is your legal status right now? 


LP: On November 5th 1987 I believe it was, I 


was just denied 'certiorari' which means that the 


Supreme Court denied me hearing, so what were 

doing right now , the strategy were using, is to 
research all the trial records, transcripts, ev- 
idence and everything and see if there is some- 
thing that we overlooked and try to go back into 
the courts right there. In the meantime, we are 


concentrating on the political aspects of my case. 
We are expanding the international campaign. Were 


asking Don Edwards (DCA), who is the head of the 
Judiciary Committee in the House of Representat- 
ives, to subpoena the 6,000 documents that the 
FBI is refusing to turn over, claiming "national 
security" reasons. We are assured that there is 
some evidence in there that is beneficial to me. 
We strongly believe this because the government 
has turned over everything that was harmful to 
me, and these documents - there has to be a rea- 
son why they are withholding this evidence, and 
we want these documents so we can research them 
and see if we can find some more evidence. 


ERJ: What can people in foreign countries , 
like Sweden, Denmark, etc, do to help you in ` 
your struggle? 


LP: One of the things that they could do is 
~- first of all let me explain that Don Edwards 
has been a very strong supporter of mine; he has 
attempted over the years to help me; so we are 
asking that people write letters of appreciation 
to Don Edwards thanking him for the support he 
has given me and the continued support he is co- 
mmitted to give. People could write to him and 
ask him, in the name of justice - American Jus- 
tice - to subpoena those 6,000 documents to see 
what evidence is in there that the government is 
withholding from us. 

ERJ: Recently , during a campaign to get 
Swedish organizations to sign a petition deman- 
ding a new trial for you, we approached the 
Swedish support group for Africa. This organiz- 
ation refused to sign , saying that they did not 
see the relevance between your struggle and that 
for instance of Nelson Mandela. What is your co- 
mment to that? 


LP: Native American people over here we can 
identify with them (the Africans ) because we 


have been fighting the same type of struggle. We 


are a colonized nation of people over here. We 


are a soveriegn nation of people. We face the sa- 


me type of genocide that the black people of S. 


Africa have experienced. The U.S. government tried 


to exterminate us . We believe that it is still 
happening today, only in more sc 

phisticated ways. Unemployment is 80-90% on the 
reservations, alcoholism, which is finally being 
recognized by the U.S. government and the medic- 
al society as a disease, reach rates of 80-90% J 
our infant mortality rate is the highest in the 
United States, the poverty rate is the highest, 
and all these methods have been used against us 
since they stopped using the Gatlin guns and the 
small-pox infested blankets. So genocide is bei- 
ng committed against Indian peoples still to th- 
is day. We have long been fighters for treaty 
rights, peace in the world, and our struggles 
are very comparable and parallel closely. 


ERJ: This is an election year in the United 
States; we have heard that you have been offered 
to run as vice president with presidential cand- 
idate Ms. Fulani of the New Alliance Party. Can 
you tell us about that? 


LP: Well, this offer was brought to me in... 
I believe it was around December 1, 1987, by a 
personal friend and leader of the American Ind- 
ian Movement, Vernon Bellecourt. I was excited 
and appreciated, the offer when it was first pr- 
esented to me, but as I started thinking about 
it , I realized it would be a conflict in my 
own political beliefs. As I said many times, I 
am a citizen of my own nation, a citizen of the 
Chippewa (Ojibway) Nation, and I am considered 
a leader by many of my people .For me to seek 
leadership in a foreign government — we consider 
the American government to be foreign to us - 
would be a great conflict in my own political 
beliefs. For this reason , I did not accept the 
offer to run as vice president in this party. 


ERJ: What are your chances for parole right 
now ? 


LP: Well, I have been eligible for parole 
since December of 1986, when I had 10 years. 
After ten years you are eligible for parole- 
technically eligible. I had waited until Novem- 
ber 1987 for some new parole guidelines to 
come in ; they are abolishing the old parole 
system. Under these new guidelines, and accord- 
ing to my guidelines I should be released in 
March 1988, but just last week I recieved info- 
rmation from some lawyers that this one clause 
in these new parole guidelines that would have 
released me has been amended. So I'm back to 
where I started; although I am technically el- 
igible for parole , my chances for getting z 
parole right now are very slim. I could serve 
as much as another fifteen to twenty years in 
prison. 


ERJ: You were extradited from Canada in order 
to stand trial in the United States ; there have 
been continuous efforts in the Canadian parliam- 
ent to`have that extradition reversed and have 
you released back to Canada. 


LP: Yes, I have some very strong supporters 
in Canada that were high government officials. 
One of them, Warren Allmand, who was Solicitor 
General ( Attorney General is the U.S equivalent 
) at the time. He was one of the strong advocat- 
es to have me extradited and he encouraged the 
Minister of Justice, Ron Basford, to Sign the 
extradition papers and send me back to the U.S. 
Mr Allmand is now one of the Strongest advocates 
to have me returned and the extradition reversed, 
Jim Fulton a very powerful Member of Parliament, 
and sixty other members of parliament are now 
attempting to get a bill passed , a legislative 
bill named M-28 to come to the floor in the Can- 
adian Parliament in the near future. 


ERJ; So Canadian people need to write their 
M.P's to put pressure on them to vote for this 
bill? 


LP: Yes. There is a big campaign going on 
right now within Canada. We are asking the cit~ 
izens to write to their M.P.s to support Jim 
Fulton and this bill, M-28. 


ERJ: REcently , Russell Means made a statem- 
ent that was widely publicized in the press ab- 
out his ‘official retirement from AIM'. What do 
you think about this? 


LP: In the last 10 to 15 years, I believe, if 
someone would research Russell Means's statement 
s, he has retired officially from the American 
Indian Movement at least six times or more. Russ- 
ell Means has never really been considered by 
Indian people that strong and popular of an Ind- 
ian leader. Even within the American Indian 
Movement he didn't have that much strength. Russ- 
ell Means is, and always has been, basically an 
international media Indian Leader. So what I'm 
saying here is that Russell Meams's retirement 
has never meant anything to the American Indian 
Movement members or Indian people. As far as we 
are concerned he retired 15 years ago. 


<ER Tegicnejhave becagat, easter too 


en about your case; one is "In the Spirit of 


e 
suits. What has happened with that? 


LP: The only book that we have had libel su- 
its against is "In the Spirit of Crazy Horse." 
The Trial of Leonard Peltier " is still availab— 
le, it has been published by South End Press. In 
fact we just went into a second issue of that. 

" In the Spirit of Crazy Horse " had two laws- 
uits filed against it. One was by the former gov- 
ernor of South Dakota, William Janklow, and the 
other by one of the FBI agents, David Price. Re- 
cently , David Price's 25 million dollar lawsuit 
was dismissed. We are hoping with the decision 
that was written on the Price lawsuit that it be- 
comes - well in fact some people are saying that 
it will become a'landmark decision, because what 
we had written first of all,about David Price or 
anybody in this book, Peter Matthiessen and Vik- 
ing Press had done a very thorough examination 

of all the documents and material that we » the 
Indians, supplied to them. They wanted to make 
sure, naturally, that all of our accusations ag- 
ainst the FBI and the U.S. government were true, 
so they investigated everything and agreed with 
the evidence we supplied to them. So we were nev- 
er afraid that they would win any of their libel 
suits. We understand and know thereasons behind 
the suits; the book was fast becoming a bestsel- 
ler. It moved up to #6 on the best selling list 
a week after it came to the stands. It was ris- 
ing fast. It is very critical of the U.S. gover- 
nment and the judiciary system, FBI tactics, the 
former governor Janklow's tactics, his racism, 
his involvement in illegal activities, the FBI's 
illegal activities on the reservations, and we 
know that the whole purpose behind the libel su- 
its was to censor the book, to keep the book from 
being read by the people here and international= 
ly. You know, the people who have read it - it 
has affected them enormously. One family from 
Philadelphia was willing to sell their home and 
move to Seattle, Washington, just to work in the 
(Leonard Peltier ) Defense Committee. You yours- 
elf have read it, and you know the affect it has 
had on you . Generally it has an affect on every- 
body who reads it, so the government had to cen~ 
sor this book. By now it could have sold millions 
of copies (had it been available), and my supp— 
ort would have been enormous. 


ERJ: You have been in prison now how long? 


LP; I have been inprison for a total of 12 
years; On February’ 6, I will have spent 12 years 
in prison - in Canada and the United States to- 
gether; I spent 10 months fighting extradition 
in Canada, and I spent the last 10 years fight- 
ing my appeals. I have just lost in the Eighth 
Circuit Court of Appeals. One thing I would like 
to mention to all the people who would like to 
help me : One of the things they should emphasize 
strongly when writing to government officials, 
is that , after ten years, the prosecutor ( Lynn 
Crooks ), while being vigorously cross-exaamined 
by the judges (of the 8th Circuit Court) who wan- 
_ ted to know just what I was charged with - what 
was I convicted of - was it ' aiding and’ abett- 
ing’ or was it murder’? Mr Crooks made a state- 
ment to the judges that "Your HOnor, the govern- 
ment does not know who killed their agents or 
what actual involvement Leonard Peltier had in 
This is something totally contradictory to 
what they have been telling the people for the 
last ten years: that I was convicted without a 
shadow of a doubt; that the evidence was overwh— 
elming. Now, when pressure was being put on him, 
he finally had to come out with the truth. Also 
on the same appeal, the same oral arguments, the 
decision of the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals 
was: they did find that the government did man- 
ufacture the murder weapon; that the judge(Bens— 
on) did err in his rulings which prevented me 
from properly putting up a defense. 


If you research and read some of the material, 
you will see that what we've said from the be- 
ginning is true : I was not allowed to put up 

a defense. The Eighth Circuit Court agreed and 
did find that. They also found there was perjury 
by government witnesses, and FBI misconduct. ' 
Those are the issues that should be emphasized 
strongly to anyone that you approach to give me 
some kind of support or help me in my fighting 
for freedom. 


Endless Struggle zine, 
issue no. 7 out now. 24 
pgs, 8x11, offset print. 
Articles on Anarchist 
Black Cross, 3rd World 
punk, interviews with 
Christ on Parade & So 
Much Hate, news, reviews, 
& art. $1.25 in N. Am- 
erica, $1.75 elsewhere. 
To; #1-1145 Lily st. 
Vancouver BC, V5L 4H5 
Canada. Order Now, 


Mumma Chaos Later: 


FREE 
MARTIN 
FORAN ! 


Martin Foran (C51796), HMP Parkhurst, 
Newport, Isle of Wight PO30 SNX.. 


Letters of protest to: 
Home Office Prison Dept. 
Cleland House, Page St. 
London, England. SW1 


IN THE U.S. WRITE: 
Congressman Don Edwards 
Chairman, Congressional Subcommit- 
tee on Civil and Constitutional Rights 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2307 Rayburn Bldg. 

Wa8Shinaton, D.C. 20515 


BLACK CROSS PRISONER 


Martin Foran is a prisoner in Parkhurst 
Prison, England.He was framed on a robbery 
charge which even the man who was robbed 
said Martin did not commit. He was convic- 
ted on the word of one policeman. 

After protesting his innocence with roof- 
top demonstrations , he was placed in sol- 
itary confinement. His health deteriorated 
badly but he was refused medical treatment. 
Desperate}; he took a prison officer host- 
age to try and get medical attention and 
was subsequently rushed to hospital where 
a colostomy was performed. Three weeks 
later 3 screws(guards) beat him up and 
pulled off his colostomy bag. Since these 
incidents, Martins health has continued to 
deteriorate . He is suffering constant 
diarrohea and the acids and enzymes from 
his stomach are leaking out through his 
colostomy aperture and on to the skin of 
his abdomen , which is being eaten away. 
In the last months Martin has heen appeal- 
ing his added sentence( for the hostage 
incident) as well as‘ going before a Parole 
Board , on both occassions he was turned 


ERJ: So the Eighth Circuit Court found all 
that in your favor, and they still did not’ think 
you deserved a new trial? 

LP: Yes. They said, and this is the govern- 
ment's whole case, this is all of the governmen- 
t's circumstantial case that they found - you 
know there was something wrong with it - it was 
fabricated stuff. The only reason that we can 
guess at, assume, for them not overturning 
the case, is the power that the FBI has. The 
Court is saying that "it probably would not have 
made a difference to the jury.” I know, and my 
lawyers know, and my people that attended the 
trials know, that if the jury would have known 
all this, there is no way they would have con- 
victed me. Although I was not allowed to put up 
a defense, the jury still stayed out over 8 hrs. 
deliberating and that is very unusual for a trial 
where somebody does not put up a defense. They 
usually just go in for an hour, come back and 
find the person guilty. Yet, they knew there was 
something wrong. But they hadn't heard the two 
sides of the story — they only heard one side 
and that was the government's version. And the 
Eighth Circuit Court agrees with us that the 
government's version was a lie. 


ERJ: You look very good and you seem very 
strong. How do you keep your strength? 


LP: Well I - pray a lot (laughs)Try to 
keep laughing. (more laughter) 


ERJ: I think it was in 1979, you were in 
Lompoc Prison and you escaped? 


LP: Yes. I was approached by another inmate 
who told me that he had been hired to assasinate 
me. The evidence he showed me, due to the fact 
that he had been charged with attempted murder 
of some police officer in Oklahoma, which is co- 
nsidered a very serious charge, he had crippled 
this poice officer so that he had to retire from 
his duties, I believe he is in a wheelchair; and 
when you do something like this in the U.S. or 


ai "IN CANADA. WRITE: 
AND/OR: 


House of Commons 


Peltier to Canada. 


R MOP 
Member of Parilament Jim Fulton LPDC 
756 Confederation Building 
Ottowa, Canada K1A-OA6 


Urge resubmission of Jim Fulton's 
Parliamentary bill to return Leonard 


any country as far as I'm aware, the chances of 
the charges ever getting dismisssed are very 
very slim; and he told me that, because he had 
made a deal with government, that these charges 
were dismissed. Because of that and some other 
evidence that he produced, I decided that at the 
first ‘opportunity available to me, I would att- 
empt to leave the institution - any institution. 


ERJ: So you did 

LP: SO I did. 

ERJ: And what happened ? 

LP: I was captured five days later. 
ERJ: Some people were killed? 


LP: Yes. One American Indian Movement brother 
that came with us (Dallas Thundershield) was 
shot, probably a quarter of a mile away from the 
institution, in the back. And the other people 
that were involved in this: Bobby Garcia- they 
claimed that he committed suicide, he was found 
hung in his cell, I talked to a number of priso- 
ners that were there with him, that knew him, 
and they agree that they don't believe this and 
are almost positive that Bobby did not commit _ 
suicide , because that was not Bobby's nature, 
that's not what Bobby was all about, comm- 


tting suicide. Roque Duenas was fishing on a 


river and to this day his body has never been 
found. You know ...we believe they were 
murdered too. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION, or to 
find out how you can help: 


PO. Box 10044 

Kansas City, Missouri 64111 
WRITE LETTERS OF SUPPORT: 
Leonard Peltier POW 89 637-132 
PO. Box 1000 

Leavenworth, Kansas 66048 


down. It is important that S 
people write letters to the authorities at 
this time demanding that Martin recieve 
adequate and good quality medical attent- 
ion. Martin is in a serious state of health 
and may be going for surgery soon. Lets 
not let them do a fast stitch up job and 
immediately throw him back into his cell, as 
they've done in the past. A serious operation 
like this takes time to recover from and 
if he is not given time to heal before being 
brought back to Parkhurst it could have 
fatal consequences. Martin is recieving 
about 200 hundred letters a week from supp- 
orters worldwide , lets keep those letters 
pouring in. Also there has been a defense 
fund set up to assist Martin and his family 
They are also putting out a monthly news- 
letter to keep people informed on his sit- 
uation. 
financially, The account # is 50102770 at 
the Co-OP bank., 41 Vicar Lane Leeds 1. 
People wishing to make donations should 
make cheques payable to: Leeds Black Cross, 
Box JAG,52 Call Lane, Leeds 1. People 
wanting to receive the newslwtter are re- 
quested to make a donation to cover costs. 
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1988 marks 200 years since European 
Society established a brutal penal 
colony at Sydney Cove, Australia. 
While the Australian Government and 
much of European descended society 
celebrates 200 years of colonization 
Aboriginal organizations have 
designated 1988 as a year of mourning. 
For 200 years a brutal war has been 
fought between aboriginal peoples and 
the white colonizers. No treaty or 
agreement has ever been negotiated 
with Aboriginal people. 


? 


Resistance by aborigines to the 
invasion began soon after the first 
landing at Botany Bay and entailed an 
ongoing guerilla warfare. The 
reprisals by the convicts, white 
settlers, and colonial authorities 
involved the rape and massacre of 
whole tribes, poisoning waterholes, 
giving out diseased blankets, and 

much later taking aboriginal children 
away from their parents to grow up 

and be fostered as domestic labour for 
white famillies. The christian 
missionaries set up Missions and 
Reserves to further subdue and 
suppress aboriginal languages, culture 
and religion . 


Some land rights have been granted, 
since the mid 1970's,and aboriginal 
land councils established to administ- 
er the land and funds. However these 
limited land rights are constantly un- 
der attack by mining interests and gov- 
ernment. In May a recently elected con- — 
servative government in N.S.W. suspend- 
ed the funds of the N.S.W. Land Council. 
This suspension was later overruled 
when the N.S.W. Land Council applied to 
the Supreme Court for a ruling on the 
legality of the suspension. 


In the Northern Territory the two main+ 


land N.T. Land Councils have been fight~- 
ing to retain aboriginal control of dev- 
elopment on aboriginal land. This has 
meant compromising and negotiating with 
mining interests. Since the 1987 amend- 
ments to the Land Rights Act, the two 
mainland N.T. Land Councils have: 

* agreements with six mining Companies 
covering 20 areas. 

* firm negotiations on a further 19 
areas with -9 companies. 

* refusal of 18 areas by traditional 
owners. 

* negotiated extensions on 18 areas. 

* processed 74 applications. 

There is also much concern by tradit- 
ional owners of leakage of contaminated 
water from the Ranger Uranium Mine. 


During 1988 protests by aborigines and 
supporters will continue to occur agai- 
nst the Bicentenary Celebration. On Jan: 
26th 1988, Australia Day, 40,000 aborig- 
ines and white supporters from all reg- 
ions in Australia gathered in Sydney to 
mourn and protest the reenactment of the 
European invasion and colonization of 
Australia. Similarly in Brisbane aborig- 
inal and white groups protested at the 
opening of Expo 88. Their objection stem 
not only from the Bicentenary nature of 
the event but also that it's construction, 
in a bitter repeat of history, has invol- 
ved the dispossession of hundreds of 
Murris ( aboriginal term for themselves ) 
and working class people from around the 
South Brisbane riverside site. 


The war on Aboriginal people continues 
today through the laws and bureacracy 
of the welfare state, and racism in `` 
the white community. Since 1980, over 
100 Aborigines have died in police 
lockups and prisons under suspicious 
circumstances. A Royal Commission on 
Aboriginal Deaths in Custody was 

set up by the Federal Government in 
1987 to investigate 106 deaths in 
custody and is continuing hearings 
through 1988. No police or prison 
officers have yet been charged or 
disciplined in connection with these 
deaths. 


Imprisonment of Aborigines remains 
far above the national average. 
Similarly, infant mortality is much 
higher, and diseases deriving from 
health conditions are more prevalent 
in Aboriginal communities. 
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Questioning 
Technology 
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WAKE * LOOK © LISTEN 
THINK ° GET A BIT MAD + ACT 


Though lots of folks might find the academ- 
ic style and vocabulary of some of the articles 
difficult unless they've spent several years in 
an education factory, this is still an excellent 
anthology if only for the variety and quality of 
the pieces. It's also a very important anthology 
because realizing and understanding the differ- 
ence between authoritarian and ‘democratic’ tech- 
nologies,for instance,is required for those of 
us interested in building resistance to all forms 
of domination. This book contains articles by 
most of the ‘important’ writers on the topic. 

Anything that contributes to our under— 
standing of the complex mess that capital and 
hierarchy have created around us is welcome. The 
more folks that unplug themselves from the ma- 
chine, the stronger our resistance against it 
will be. 


5750, Austr. 


$15.00 per year. od 
—— _ 


Aap te Ri seni sak : 


Dancers from North Queensland head up the huge march of Murris : 
and support protesting against Expo 88 in Brisbane. 
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More information on Australian Aborig- 
inal issues and land rights can be 

gained from LAND RIGHTS NEWS - a pub- 
lication of the Northern Territory 
Land Councils (6 issues per year). 
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alia. Standard Donation: 


(echomedia) 


Technology is not a simple 
tool which can be used in 
any way we like. It is a form 
of social organization, a set 
of social relations. 


From the introduction; 


"Technology changes the earth 
by building. With technology, we 
select materials from a variety 
of settings and meld them into an 
artificial whole-then sit back to 
see what will happen. Technology is 
an impulse,a thought form, before 
it has anything to do with tools.It 
grows from the desire to rival the 
awesome ,unfathomable creativity of 
the earth. This is where domination 
of nature begins. 

This book presents only one side 
the other side. Our purpose is to 
persuade you to think critically 
about technology. 

To question technology is to 
look askance at what our lives are 
made of, to wonder how our cultural 
experience has distorted our vision 
and deformed our human nature." 


Greetings, 

Just a quick note to inform you 
that our 1988 catalog is available 
It is 32 pages of titles comprised 
of books, pamphlets and periodicals 
Copies are available on request 
from: 


Bound Together Books 

1369 Haight street 

San Francisco, Ca. 

94117 
Please include 3 first class stamps 
for postal costs. 


Our Best, 
Bound Together Collective 


AN APPEAL FOR HELP 
On Saturday , January 9, 1988, Akwesasne 
Notes suffered a devastating loss. A 

fire damaged the structure of the "Nation 
House" where their office was located. 

The blaze caused tens of thousands of 
dollars worth of damage. Notes has for 

a generation reported on the concerns and 
activities of indigenous people worldwide. 
Informing it's many readers about the many 
and complex issues that affect not only 

the lives of native people but everyone on 
the planet. At this time Notes is in need 

of financial assistance if they are to 
continue the neccessary work they've been 
doing. They are in need of funds to recover. 
(to replace books, posters, equipment,office 
supplies , repairs and for distribution of 
Akwesasne Notes) Contributions can be sent 
to the Akwesasne Notes Recovery Fund, P.O. 
Box #196, Mohawk Nation, via Rooseveltown, 
NY 13683-0196. All donations are tax deduct- 
able through the Viola White Water Foundation. 
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PUBLICATIONS 


SURVIVAL NETWORK NEWSLETTER: $ 10:00 annual sub. 
CAS 292112) USA 


P.O. BOX 2576, SAN DIEGO, 


Emphasizes coverage of the struggles of indigenous peoples from 


around the world. 


Reprints from a variety of periodicals. 


Excellent networking and information source. 


ANGRY WORKERS BULLETIN: $ 1.75 U.S 
2140 Shattuck Ave., BOX 2200, Berkeley, 


CA, 94704, U.S.A. a 


Irregular magazine put out by 'ex-anarchists' and ultra-leftists. 
Latest issue covered class struggles in the U.S.S.R., strikes in 
Spain, and an interesting article on the Watsonville Cannery strike. 


GAY COMMUNITY NEWS: Sliding Scale sub. 


rate ($ 1.00 per issue) 


62 Berkeley Street, Boston, MA 02116, U.S.A. 


National(U.S.) weekly paper. ‘produced 


by a collective dedicated to 


providing coverage of events and news in the interest of gay and 
lesbian liberation.’ The letters column regularly includes 


correspondance from prisoners, many of whom could use our support. 


S.E.T.:(Send an S.A.S.E. for sample) 
P.O. BOX 1124, Albuquerque, NM 87103, U.S.A. 


K D, 


Great newsletter from the Society for the Eradication of os 9%_ 
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The Communists said since 1848; 

" Give us control of the State and 
we will save the world." 

The Zionists said from the 1880's 
until 1948: "Give us a state and 
we will save the Jews." 

The Irish said in 1916: "Give us 

a state and we will save the Cath- 
olics." 

The Bolsheviks said in 1917:"Let 
us retain State power and we will 
save the proletariat.” 

The Nazis said in 1933: "Give us 
a state and we will save the 
world." 


K7L 4W7 
P4W, Canada's federal 


Today the IRA wants a state, the 
Armenians want a state, the PLO 
wants a state, the ANC wants a 
state,Unita wants a state, RENAMO 
wants a state, SWAPO wants a state 
the Kanaks want a state, the 
Contras want a state---everyone 
in the world wants a state. If 
having a state solved problems,the 
world would be a swell place by 
now. 

Marx said that history repeated 
once is a tragedy, twice a farce... 
what is it when it's repeated six, 
seven, eight hundred times? 


SISTER INSIDE 


Warmest Greetings to 
all you folks at "No Picnic" 


I am writing to you from the Prison 
for Women in Kingston. (P4W). In the 
manner that things accidentally happen 
within this cystem(sic) a recent copy of 
your mag was briefly! ! passed on to me— 
the owner wanted it back and time for the 
exchange was limited. I really!! want to 
get my own copy... 

Ti is terrific to see a new forum 
open for the views you express in many 
areas. To my mind Prisons are just one 
small area of a society spawning and 
spewing violence for fun? but mainly 
PROFIT in every facet of all our 
lives... personally, I feel like a 
Cassandra...makes me feel like the caval- 
ry might be just over the next rise 
(oops, the militarism is catching). New 
Slogan for this prison is—- 

" MACE FIRST? ASK QUESTIONS WHEN SHE 
BECOMES CONSCIOUS" 

Our security is being taught to 
coerce NOT converse. Lately, the Native 
women from the prairies have been prime 
targets,,.if I believed in the tooth 
fairy I would say coincidence but racism 
is the fact. It has been a rough winter 
only 100 women in here and 15 major 
slashings since January...the halls & 
walls in some areas, particularly in 
Segregation, are covered in blood. 

I sure don't like the picture of the 
Just Us society I see forming within 
these walls. 

Regards to all at your publication... 

STRENGTH IN SOLIDARITY 


ANTI-MASS, PRO-WORK? 


Dear No Picnic, 


Thanks for the mag...Some comments 
on ANTI-MASS- I'm long familiar with this 
tract, and —-mainly because it proceeds 
at a higher level of seriousness and 
lucidity than the run of anarchdom(inclu— 
ding, regrettably, everything else you 
print)——- it may be well to put it before 
the current audience. But it is a more 
archaic, more flawed text than its sit- 
like composure cool lets on. It sounds 
more 80's than it is; it's more 60's 
than it sounds. These collectives (self- 
limited as they are posited to be—do 
they, however, exist?) sound groovy but 
resemble some virus, their destiny is 
only to replicate themselves, their in- 
terest in individuals is to induce them 
to reproduce the collective form although 
they are too coy to "lead" or "organize" 
them, they just infect them as if this 
were a crucial difference. But cloning 
like recruitment, is a top-down (or 
across) transmission belt. The Collective 

» is an accomplished re olutionary y 


1 f the re Lo 
multiplying collectives which instantiate 
The Collective as Form. This text does not 
hint that there is any possibility of 
revolutionary activity( at least before The 
Big One, The Revolution) outside of and 
apart from--maybe even against, or maybe 
just tangential to the replication of 
politically correct Structures, Collectives. 
Only a cult leader or a fool would follow 
these patronising instructions without a 
quite clear and credible account of how 

they fit into the ~evolutionary big 

picture, 


Unfortunately many of the 
letters printed below had 
to be edited for length. 
We are not interested in 
censorship,though if you 
want your letter printed 
in it's entirety please 
try and keep it brief. 


These general (but important) inad- 
versions aside, ...I find the crapola about 
"work" to be Maoist at best. I am less 
worried about the"sloppy work habits" 
acquired within the"mass movement" ( which 
fortunately no longer exists) than with 

the authoritarian work-ethic inculcated in 
school, on the job and in all leftist 
(therefore including much anarchist) 
"work". Whatever college know-it-all wrote 
Anti Mass hadn't a clue to the "revolt 
against work" which was about to 

get rolling, as Dr. Zerzan documented 

so long ago. Really this tract anticipated r. 
the New Agers with their Buddhist sense 

of "right livelihood": work, yes, but 
humanized work, collectively required, 
socially responsible (bread not bombs! 

an increasingly elusive distinction) 


but work all the same... 


B.B., Boston,MA 


You express quite clearly many of the 
reservations some of us at No Picnic had 
about reprinting Anti-Mass. It's not our 
belief that collectives are the only or 
most, politically correct or revolu- 
tionary structures. A tribe,clan, commune, 
neighborhood, or my favorite’ a group of 
e obviously 


Gi 
that cloning collectives is the or on 
revolutionary task at hand. We repr 
Anti-Mass in the hope that it would gener- 
ate discussion around perspectives that we 
felt were interesting and important. 


Everyone at No Picnic would like to 
see a society of pleasurable, meaningful, 
freely chosen activity replace'work'. For 
this to happen, we will have to weed out 
(more work!) the work-ethic and workerism 
wherever we find it, 


( NO PICNIC ) al 
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LETTERS 


AMIGO RESPONDS 


I would like to thank the 
'Friends of Durruti' for their res- 
ponse to my criticisms of their 
project printed in our January 88 
issue. 

Whether or not you intenti- 
onally seek to confuse people as 
to what anarchism is or could be, 
I still firmly believe that this 
is often the result of your pro- 
ject. You were right however in 
saying that I probably overexagger- 
ated your influence and conse- 
quently Resistance didn't deserve 
a 2 page article in our first 
issue. One of my original inten- 
tions was to help distinguish No 
Picnic from the two other local 
‘anarchist’ newsjournal projects. 

In your response you included 
anarchists among the Left. Anar- 
chism is the negation of Leftism, 
jor at least the current of it that 
I see myself belonging to is. 


Hopefully our break with existing 
society will be radical enough that 
we will no longer define ourselves 
within its political spectrum. 

I've never classified Rote Zora 
as stalinist. I did however over- 
simplify matters by stating that 
most of the groups whose communi- 
ques are published in Resistance are 
'stalinist sects'. This is false. 
(see A.Wyards letter this section). 

My apologies also for trivi- 
alizing the hard work you must have 
put into your project in terms of 
establishing contacts and finding 
competent, inexpensive translators 
for that esoteric material. Resis- 
tance is also as you state one of 
the few, if not only, paper in 
North America which publishes 
European communiques in english. 

When I stated that it was the ideo- 
logy of groups like the E.T.A. that was 
responsible for the death of Durruti and 
the suppression of his ideas, this was not 
meant to infer that the E.T.A. were spe- 
cifically stalinist, but it was rather a 


reference to their statist goals and 
authoritarianism, It was, to be honest, 
prompted by the article in Resistance no. 
11 which described how the E.T.A. dealt 
with a former comrade. Whether this is 
intended to suggest a way in which Julie 
Belmas , for instance, should have been 
dealt with ( the E.T.A executed a former 
comrade) is unclear to me. I have never 
been in this situation, and don't think 
that I can predict how I would deal with 
it. However, I do hope that we can 

organize our resistance at this point in 
the strugglr that minimize the possibility | 
of this situation even arising. As I have 
stated elsewhere in NO PICNIC, so called 
militancy is not necessarily defined by a 
commitment to be part of ' 
urban guerrilla cells ' ( see community and 
resistance last issue). We have more than 

a few choices to select from in terms of 


underground 


fighting back this oppressive, wretched, 
boring, meaningless and violent society. 
For example establishing No-Go zones, 
agitating for popular insurrections, 
engaging in generalized subversion, con- 
fronting our own contributions to this 
society ( you can't blow up sexism or 
able bodyism, etc., etc.)... 


I have never stated that I was 


opposed to guerrilaism as such, ‘but only 
that there were issues about it that 
disturbed me. For instance, on a strictly 
practical level, the european clandestine 
urban guerrila strategy has proven to be 
essentially innefective. It has resulted 
in the death or imprisonment of untold 
numbers of activists while being no more 
than a minor irritant as far as statist 
society is concerned. On a theoretical 
‘level I cannot understand what anarchists 
and others who want to'Smash the state' 
and challenge all authority can learn 
from groups who assert the need for 
authoritarian social relationships either 
within their present organizational 
structure or in a future 'socialist' 
society. 

There are many other considerations 
not least of which is the ability (or 
inability) of urban guerrillas to avoid 
elitism and vanguardism within the con- 
text of a parliamentary democracy. 

Finally, there is the consequences 
of the accompanying lifestyles and the 
implications these have in terms of my 
belief that revolutionary 'movements' 
should prefigure, at least to some extent, 
revolutionary society. First hand 
accounts can be found in: How It All Began 
by Bommi Baumann, and in The German 
Guerilla, Terror, Reaction and Resistance, 
which is an interview with a member of the 
June 2nd movement. 

My reference to ‘racist units' was 
to the nationalist groups. Nationalism is 
often the precursor to and justification 
for, racism. 

Finally, as to what I would consider 
a more anarchistic presentation of your 
paper...For what it's worth I would 
suggest that you include more background 
n the groups and especially on their 
goals(immediate and ultimate ), a 
letters column, debates and discussion on 
the possibilities of effective clandestine 
activity in Canada from an anti=statist, 

pro st or 


ant ren t pro~ ——— = 
anarchist approach, as well as your own 
contributions to the critique of this 
Society that so many of us want to 


abolish. Amigo 


SS ee, 
DEAR AMIGO eee 


, 


As a consistent reader of "Resistance" 
(in fact, I've followed it's entire 6 
year history, since it was lst published 
in 81), I looked forward to reading Amig- 
o's letter in the " constructive, mutual- 
ly respectful" context suggested. Unfort- 
unately, I found Amigo's rather scattered 
and inconsistent comments neither "const- 
ructive" nor particularly respectful. 

Before going on to attack the guerilla 
organizations that "Resistance" covers, 
in more or less unqualified terms, Amigo 
comments briefly as to which guerilla 


organizations would be worthy of attention 


from our (?)"community". 2 are named. The 
" Vancouver 4 " and Rote Zora, whom he 
claims are"generally anti-authoritarian", 
Regarding the "Vancouver 4", there are 
several topics I would like to adress. 
The first is the very formation , Van- 
couver 4, itself. Amigo's decision to el- 
iminate Julie Belmas from the political 
picture of "direct action" and the wimm- 
ins fire brigade” shows the degree to 
which. some people in the anarchist"comm— 
unity” have integrated a fairly typical 
our side versus the enemy attitude into 
their alleged " love and respect for our 
planet and their deep desire to put into 
Practice the creation of a free society” 
thereby sacrificing their humanity” on 
the altar of ideology to Satisfy the gods 
of pure revolutionary thought and action" 
The fact that a young sister - revolut- 


LOE on re a partyin Belgium... 
i The RAF are an anti imperialist or- 


ionary was destroyed by calculated count- 
er-insurgency is a tragedy,, possibly the 
largest tragedy of the entire "direct 
action-wimmin's fire brigade" ( their 
own chosen names) experience. It is not 
a tragedy that can be dealt with by a 
simple number change. Such a glib resp- 
onse seems to me little better than the 
alleged inhumanity of the alleged "stal- 
inist sects" the author is criticizing. 
Amigo points to "Rote Zora " as "gener- 
ally anti-authoritarian". "Rote Zora" 
themselves trace their roots to the " 
women of the revolutionary cells". If 
one looks at an early document of (theirs) 
+.. one will find.... 


" Our resistance in the Federal 
Republic of West Germany is not 
limited to the west-german situ- 
ation, but guided by the intern- 
ational anti-imperialist resist- 
ance from Latin America to Pale- 
stine and Iran. The same way we 
fight in unconditional solidar- 
ity with all anti-imperialist 
liberation movements we have the 
claim to criticize also uncon- 
ditional- the repressive, patr- 
iarchal structures of the soci- 
ety we can also see in the lib- 
eration movements." 

Given this undeniable and consistent 
focus on anti-imperialist politics , 
one wonders how and why Amigo salvag- 
es "Rote Zora" from the dustbin.... 
Of all of the organizations "Resist- 
ance" has ever chosen to cover, only 
the "Red Brigades" has ever specific- 
ally defined itself as being influen- 
ced by Stalin... 

The CCC is a marxist-leninist orga- 
nization struggling to construct an 


ganization clearly influenced by mar- 
xist analysis, but are not concerned 
with developing a position regarding 
party building, post revolutionary 
structures,etc.... 

The ETA is the guerilla arm of a 
national liberation movement: that 
of the Basque nation of Euskadi, an 
occupied nation, partially in Spain 
and partially in France... The ETA 
has it's roots in an upsurge of left- 
wing Basque nationalism in the late 
60's and did not turn to armed strug- 
gle until 1970.... According to Amigo 
" seeing the struggle as one between 
small weak nations and larger/stronger 
ones is an anti-statist or anti hier- 
archical approach." How can we expect 
nations such as Nicaragua to avoid 
setting up a state apparatus to defend 
their revolutions in conditions 
of capitalist encirclement and embargo, 
covert destabilization, and overt war. 
Who is Amigo referring to when refer- 
ences are made to "groups who have 
every intention of retaining capital- 
ism, the state and the repressive app- 
aratus should they ever achieve power? 

Finally,Amigo criticizes " the compl- 
ete absence of qualifications and/or 
clarifications that should accompany 
many of the articles , reports and 
communiques in Resistance, so as not 
to leave unimformed readers with the 
impression that these groups are an- 
archist in some way." It follows from 
the cynicism with which Amigo views 
the great. bulk of resistance on the 
planet...that Amigo doesn't credit 
other people with much credit even 
those already within the anarchist 
movement, who must be protected from 
the pollution of other perspectives 


within the non-marxist left. It is 
time we learned to be " a little mo- 
re deadly", rather than looking for 
pie in the sky ile others die. 


Andrew Myard 
Se a ea 


AMIGO REPLIES 


Max Security 


Just a few drops in a 


door lock will prevent 
criminals from entering 


If you are actually that 
dedicated a reader of Resistance 
you'd be aware of their 'Julie 
Rats Out ' article in no.8. Fur- 
ther, I did not take it upon 
myself to eliminate Julie Belmas 
from 'Direct Action’. This for- 
mulation, or a variation of Le, 
(i.e. Vancouver4(5), or 5(4), 
or simply 4.), has been a common 
description used by both anarchists 
and leftists for a few years.(see 
Open Road, Fifth Estate, Breakthrough, 
etc.). Does this then mean that you 
consider the folks at these pro- 
jects to be little better than the 
inhumane stalinists that you 
inferred I was after mistakingly 
assuming that I initiated this for- 
mulation? The fact is you wrote a 
7 page diatribe/letter without 
checking your facts very thoroughly. 
Overall I feel that both your 
letter and the Resistance response 
failed to address the question I 
raised. Namely: why would anarchists 
put time, money and energy propagan- 
dising for groups that are essen- 
tially opposed to anarchism? For 
instance, though you are right that 
stalinism and marxism-leninism are 
not interchangeable, their roots are 
identical, and they are both 


“dogmatic ideologies that exclude not 


only anarchist, but all libertarian 
visions from their systems. 

Rote Zora was salvaged from the 
dustbin because a sympathiser of 
Resistance assured me that they (RZ) 
were ‘anti-authoritarians’ who had 
develloped a critique and strategy 
that went beyond anti-imperialism 
and authoritarian leftism. Perhaps 
he was mistaken... 

As to what I was referring to 
when I mentioned groups who have 
every intention of retaining the 
state apparatus, etc., I believe 
that you clarified this yourself. 

Finally I'd like to state 
clearly that I have yet to com- 
promise my desire for freedom 
for any dogmatic system of 
beliefs. I would not for instance, 
like to see the imported twin 
authoritarian ideologies of Marxism- 
Leninism and Roman Catholocism in 
Nicaragua, substituted with another 
set of dogmatic beliefs, like 
orthodox anarchism. I support all 
people against their oppression. I have 
no interest in protecting anarchism 
from other influences. It is my hope 


that No Picnic will be thoroughly cri- 
tical of everything that oppresses us 
even if this means disturbing friends or 
‘comrades. At the same time I hope that we 
have enough humility and whatever other 
qualities it takes to open our minds to 
these other influences. E 

Amigo 


Fun! Paint Grenades 

Made from finest quality thin glass spheres, 
filled with paint and sealed with wax. Your 
choice of colors. 


kem #.... 01-7258 


their place of business. 
Tem #eeeseeeeel 01-1366 


Extra-Strength 
Pane Killer 


Smashes plate glass 
20 yards away froma 
moving vehicle! Even 
puts holes in so-called 
“shatter proof" glass, 


THEM #014487 


“Glass Paint 


Etching fluid leaves a 
permanent message 
on any surface, even 


windshields, 


Make Your 


Own Billboard 


Corrector 


l 
. 
` 


LET’S ORGANISE OUR OWN LIVES 


Dear No Picnic Folks, 


Here's a few comments about 
the Resistance response to add 
to the debate: 

At first glance, one notes, 
the Resistance collective's text 
looks like a straightforward, 
blov-by-blow reply to Amigo de 
Magon's critiques. Quickly 
though, the clashing directions 
of the collective's affirmations 
lead to whirlpools of confusion 
and crunching air pockets. 

On one hand, the collective 
says that it “considers itself 
to be anti-authoritarian and 
does not support the creation 
of states or political parties" 
anà complains that “we are not 
sure what our critic meant when 
he said Resistance is not pre- 
sented in an anarchist fashion.” 
On the other, the bulk of the 
text is devoted to marketing 
the attractions of the author- 
itarian groups Amigo de Magon 
found objectionable. 

But if the collective's 
statement that it "does not 
support the creation of states 
or political parties” would 
seem to slam the door shut, by 
the end of the same paragraph 
the authoritarians have reap- 
peared through a back entrance: 
"If our publication gives heart 
to a supporter of the United 
Freedom Front, so much the 
better: at this stage of the 
struggle any display of rev- 
olutionary outrage is better 
than none.” 

The initially seductive 
quality of the latter part of 
the quote plays with our 
frustrated desires but turns 
out to be mainly a "hook" in- 
troducing a “revolutionary” 
melting pot. Here, presumably, 
we are all comrades in the Gis- 
play” of frevolationanys oning ” 
But what is important abou = 
groups like the RAF, CCC or the 
Italian Red Brigades is not 
what they are doing but what 
they are: expressions of state- 
capitalism, the extreme left of 
capital, with political outlooks 
close to the “socialist block" 
(countries which, not suprisingly, 
these groups are very reluctant 
to criticize.) Presently, most of 
these countries are rapidly intro- 


TESS Tie e: 
an awkward but ultimately trivia 


ducing market mechanisms, while 
political power remains firmly 
in the hanes of the central com- 
mittees. 

About as far from displays of 
“revolutionary outrage” as one 
could possibly imagine, the act- 
ivities of the authoritarian guer- 
rilla groups are on the contrary 
local representations of the sta- 
tus quo, the cay-to-day chatter 
of the bureaucratic class oppre- 
ssing half the people on earth. 
Some of these miserable mini- 
rackets are candid about taking 
poer an dream of their own per- 
sonal police force, army, pris- 
ons ance bureaucracies. Perennial 
vanguardists, they are in the 
vanguard of the counterrevolu- 
tion, amongst the most ardent 
of the competing gangs who will 
fight tooth and nail to preserve 
the state and capital. The col- 
lective comments about “this stage 
of the struggle" as if our stru- 
ggle and that of the authorita- 
rians were not irreconcilably 
opposed. 

References to “the left wing 
ieeologies of anarchism anà Marx- 
ism", and "ideological barriers 
on the left", intended to remind 
us that we are on the left, are 
only reminders that the collec- 
tive considers itself on the left. 
“The ETA", it informs us, seem- 
ingly confused for a moment about 
whether they are writing to an 
anarchist journal or addressing 
an anti-imperialist conference, 
is “the national liberation move- 
ment dedicated to the creation 
of socialism in the Basque region" 
(perhaps this tic comes from unc- 
ritically reproducing too many 
authoritarian communiques.) And 
when we are told that the Italian 
Red Brigades are a "Stalinist 
organization committed to the 


creation of a fighting communist | 


detail compared to the “many 
things that can be learned and 
applied" from this type of organ- 
ization. 

The collective devotes a par- 
agraph to the problem of “dogma 
ane jargon", warning us that 
“some of the material in Resis- 
tance is har to understanc.” 
"Some" of this situation (not 
much, to go by the impression 
given) is due to "the use of 
political jargon", but ve are 
soon let in on the real problem: 
“Generally the level of political 
@iscourse is higher there (in 
Europe) than here in North Amer- 
ica." In other words, we were too 
unsophisticated to realize that 
what ve had mistakenly taken for 
Cogma an jargon, typically an 
offering of petrified and useless 
neo-Leninist gibberish, was real- 
ly a “higher” form of political 
discourse. The collective makes it 
clear that it is not recommen- 
ding that anti-authoritarians 
take the vanguardist groups' 
texts seriously only because 
of insight/information from prison- 
ers or occasional strategy tips 
(the examples Resistance often 
uses):ithey are “thorough criti- 
ques", which stand on their own as 
theory, despite the fatal flaw of 
their generic neo-Leninism (where- 
as some Marxist or post-Marxist 
ones, for example texts published 
by Black an Red, offer real in- 
sight into-moeern domination.) Is 
it surprising that neo-Leninists, 
having become integral cogs of 
mocern Comination, are unable to 
understané it. 

Vhat is perhaps most ironic 
about Resistance is that when the 
Vancouver 5 burst onto the scene, 
completely unexpectedly for most 
of us, we had to come to grips 
very quickly with where we stood 
concerning the many questions 
raised by their actions. In a 
number of cities, a wave of rep- 


ression accompanied police inves- 
tigations, adging to the urgency. 
This debate/discussion took place, 
in private and in the pages of 
journals such as Strike, the 
Fifth Estate ane Kick It Over, 
but strangely not in the journal 
specializing in the matters at 
hand, which preferre to retreat 
behing a vall of communiques, 
shunning an entire dimension of 
what was taking place. An editor- 
ial avproach affirming an anti- 
authoritarian vision to return 
to the question of why “Resis- 
tance is not presented in an an- 
archist fashion), vas absent- 

In fact, another anti- auth- 
oritarian magazine that can be 
read from cover to cover without 
noticing it vas put out by anti- 
authoritarians doesn't come to 
mind (no sectarian anti-Leninist 
rants here to disconcert vanguar- 
dist Resistance afficionados!). 
Chosing absence, Resistance "red- 
uces anarchy to merely a matter of 
taste among a competition in the 
shopping mall of leftism", to 
borrow a vhrase from E.B Maple . 

It is not my intention to con- 
vey the impression that the ed- 
itors of Resistance are not sin- 
cere anti-authoritarians. Their 
outlook is part of a broacer 
vhenomenon characterized by a tro- 
track avproach: the authori ta- 
rians are strongly rejecte ane 
strongly accevted at the same time. 
This leas, in France for example, 
to entire libertarian-communist 
organizations which avocate the 
abolition of the state and cap- 
ital and at the same time support 
a variety of "national liberation 
organizations". It has been the 
basic orientation of Open Road 
(see their interview in the first 
issue of No Picnic) throughout 
innumerable changes of collective 
members. And 


on many of the questions raised 
above, writes that "Reality Now 
does not support any kind of~state 
capitalist or communist", and fur- 
ther on in the text states that 
“If the FMLN is successful in at 
least recistributing land so 
people can survive and also stop 
the genocide ordered by the US, 
I'll support them and I do support 
them (author's emphasis). 

The collective makes a spe- 
cially strong pitch for the German 
autonomists, who are termed a 
"non-authoritarian, non-hier- 
archical movement." Although too 
amorphous to be summarily written 
off like the neo-Leninists to be 
sure, here the collective is 
attempting either to paint the 
autonomists in the most flattering 
light possible or to water down 
the meaning of non-authoritarian 
an non-hierarchical, to go by 
autonomists I met in Nicarazua 
(recognizable by their black 
stars or black star tatoos - they 
must regret those tatoos if they 
turn into yuppies or new-age 
pacifists...).None of the auton- 
omists I talke to seemed to have 
strong objectionsto the Sandi- 
nistas or the Nicaraguan state, 
leaving the impression that they 
were unenthusiastic about being 
ordered around by vanguards back 
at home but didn't necessarily 
object to it elsewhere. "This move- 
ment an@ these guerrilla groups 
cannot be considere Stalinist in 
any way", the collective assures 
us, referring to the autonomists, 
but then that the Sandinistas are 
not "Stalinists" either didn't pre- 
vent them from supporting the in- 
vasion of Afghanistan an the sup- 
pression of Solidarity. 


Primitive Nature 


TS 


I read your Jan. 88 issue after a friend paased it 
on to me. He got it from 121 Books in Brixton, any- 
way I thought I'd send you some information about 
Britain. The last big thing in London was the Squat- 
ters resistance in Hackney. (see Squat Action in 
this issue) 

T think the fight has definately given rise to a 
better (more militant?) mood amongst autonomous/ 
anarchist/squatters etc. The last period of mega- 
activity and victories was way back in 1985 during 
the big riots in Brixton, Handsworth, Tottenham- 
1987 was very quiet and disconcerting. 

1988 kicked off with national dock strikes, nat> 
ional Ford cars strike, more industrial action 
throughout Land Rover cars, Jaguar cars and Ren- 
ault - A massive Health Service strike on Feb 3rd 
and March 14th ( the first nurses strike ever in 
the U.K.)Also a militant’ Gay demo over Clause 29 
the Local Government Bill now going through Parl- 
iament - It's a rule that forbids local authorit- 
ies "promoting homosexuality” — The clause is so 
vague that it's just a clampdown on the Gay comm- 
unity . This Jan. 9th demo had a sit-down outside 
the P.M.'s official residence, and a minor fight 
with the cops at the rally(lots of arrests though) 

On April 4th a big middle-class anti-nuclear demo 
took place at(Atomic Weapons Establishment) A.W.E. 
Aldermaston. Despite the passive boredom of most 
demonstrators (about 20,000) 250-300 Anarchists 

T i | a crack at the fencing. We 
successfully pulled down three largish sections. 
The first section was a massive assault, all scarf- 
ed up etc. The last two times people just walked 
over the cops who had no iĝea what was happening. 

A big boost that day! And only 2 arrests. The 
strange good thing about Britain is the massive 
amount of vandalism and anti-authoritarian violence 
All the 'proffessionals' who analyse these events 
on our behalf (ha ! ha! ) are totally at a loss to 
explain it. With the big 1985 Riots they all said 


the obvious crap — " Poverty, Unemployment, Racism, 
Vote Labour! " Never that we hate cops etc. This 
time they can't pin it down, let alone even recup- 
erate it. It's a hard thing to just write about be- 
cause these events need a lot of discussion - the 
good thing is the "rioters" are not in any away 
tinged with Anarcho-awareness. It's just a natural 
anti-hierarchical response. Naturally there's loads 
of contradictions involved- I just think that it's 
great that people come together without any 

wanky anarchists, leftists stirring it up. I'm in 
favour of taking the good bits from any ideology 
and brewing it up to suit the current climate.Any 
one who adheres rigidly to one theory(like many 
anarchists in Britain ) will never be able to re- 
act quick enough . 

Direct action should be encouraged EVERYWHERE, 
not because as Anarchists it's part of our polit- 
ical theory, but because it works.... Many A.s 
lose their way and become elitist about this. 
Anyway lets not get too theoretical , it's 11:30 
at night, I've got a rotten cold and there's no 
bread left. 
= Ive enclosed some info. on our lovely plans for 
the Poll Tax - The doublé A4 one gives a good run 
down on what it's all about. Alongside the new 
Social Security rules — ( less money for all claim- 
ants ), The Poll Tax will definately lead to soc- 
ial unrest. As it's 3rd term of the Tory Party in 
Government( been there since 79 ) they've really 
gone for repressive legislation this time, We 
shall see if the reaction is good or if it just 
manifests itself in more wife battering, alchohol- 
ism, drug addiction etc. I'd definately say that 
Britain is decaying faster than any other Euro- 
Capitalist country. As the rich screw us even 
tighter , the more the fightback appears in unth- 
inkable places. Its a fucked up country. 

Hope this is of some use ——— love G xx 


COZ 
LKING 
| tee 


as 


5-6.2.88 2 day meeting at the Athens 
Polytechnic. Discussions and debate at the 
meeting include: State repression, 
anarchist movements intervention in solida- 
rity with the 4 arrested, defence organiza- 
tion of the whole anarchist/anti-authori-— 
tarian scene, at this moment particularly 
attacked by the state's repressive forces. 
(Some anarchists see the repression as part 
of need to satisfy Nato regarding the 
ability of the Greek police to produce 
"anti-terrorist work". ) 

8.2.88 A solidarity concert for the 4 
anarchists is organised at the "Sporting" 
centre in Athens. 

16.2.88 Demonstration with motor-bikes 
and cars around the prison of "Koridalos" 
in Athens in solidarity with the 4 who are 
imprisoned there and also with protesting 
prisoners of "Yenti-Koule"prison. 

18.2.88 Solidarity sit-in with speakers 
in front of the old University in Athens, 
in support of Maki Boukouvalas' release 
demand. 

22.2.88. Solidarity protest outside 
"Koridalos" prison. Between the slogans 
some folks express their solidarity by 
throwing kites. 

28.2.88. Solidarity expressed with a 

film projection which is followed by a 
discussion. 

18-19-20.3.88. 3 days of anarchist public 
intervention in Kipseli's district in Athens. 
Posters, counter—information pamphlets about 
the states repression against activism in 
general and against anarchists in parti- 
cular. 

31.3.88. Public demonstration and rally 
at the Athens Polytechnic, Speakers from 
different groups and currents demand the 
release of the 4 imprisoned anarchists and 
the identification of Prekas' assassins. 


The following chronology details some 
recent activity by anarchists in Greece 
around the assasination of Michalis 

Prekas and state repression against some 
anarchists there in general. ~ 


1.10.87 Michalis Prekas (an anarchist 
sympathiser) is mortally wounded by 
special police forces at Kalogreza(Athens). 
At the same place anarchists Clearchos 
Smirneos and Christofors Marinos’ are 
also arrested. Later that day, Preka's 
lover ,Evanghelia Voghiatzi is also 
arrested while entering the hospital to 
find Prekas. Prekas dies. 

2.10.87 While drinking coffee inside a 
cafeteria in Exarchia Square(the'center' 
of the anarchist movement in Athens 
since the fall of the dictatorship) 
another anarchist, Makis Boukouvalas 

is arrested. The accusations against 
the four arrested activists are as 
follows:"participation in an armed 
group", "illegal possession of arms", 
"theft" and "falsification of public 
documents", 

13.10.87 A solidarity meeting is held 
for the 4 anarchists arrested, at a 
theatre in Athens. About 1000 people 
attend. The arrest- and imprisonment of 
the 4 is seen as methodical repression 
by the State, in a planned attempt to 
criminalize, not only anarchists, but 
all dissent. Those arrested were in fact 
involved in a number of social struggles, 
including participating in massive 
actions against the destruction of a 
parc in the suburbs of Athens. 

5.11.87 Solidarity protest for the 4 
anarchists takes place in front of the 
old university in Athens. Later, there 
is a demonstration across the center 

of the city. 

15.12.87 Solidarity meeting at the 
Gloria theatre in Athens. Public 
denouncing of the police attacks. 


The Anarchist Coil, a group of anarchist 
activists, would like to devellop more 
frequent exchanges of information,etc., 
with anarchists outside of Greece. You can 
send your correspondance to: SISPIROSI 
ANARCHICON, P.0.BOX 30658, 10033 Athens, 
Greece. 


